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Join us for another musical treat in
Cedar Hall on Saturday 12th May at
7.30pm when Whalebone entertain
with their distinctive style. They have
been described as ‘Classic Rock with
Celtic goggles on’ and ‘Original
guitar & fiddle music full of
infectious driving rhythms'. Visit
their website for a taster
http://www.whalebone-music.com/

Saturday 12th May at 7.30pm

Whalebone
Cedar Hall

‘Original guitar & fiddle music full
of infectious driving rhythms'
Tickets: £10 adult £5 child

07772 796718/ 07973 683630
Bar available
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MARK HURDS BUTCHERS LTD.
8 Broad St Weobley

01544 318205

A high quality, friendly family butchers ready to serve you

with a wide selection of delicious products:

Pure Hereford beef now in regularly, highly recommended for tenderness and taste.

Tasty alternatives like MUTTON, VENISON and GAME are now available.

Large chicken “Roasters” are very succulent and great value.

Delicious home-made pasties,sausage rolls, pork pies and meat pies are always available,

hot or cold. Sausage and bacon baps are also made to order, perfect for bait time.

Free delivery to Weobley area for orders over £10.
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Services for May
St Mary’s Church

Holy Communion every Tuesday, 10.30am, at Windsor Cottage
CHOIR PRACTICE:  9th May @ 6.30pm in the church

THE LINK: Copies of this magazine are now available in Church.

6th  Rogation at the Manor Farm        10.30am
  in Little Dilwyn
13th Choral Holy Communion       11.00am

      20th     Morning Prayer         11.00am
27th Holy Communion           9.30am

CLERGY CONTACTS:  Leominster Priory Office:  01568 612124
Baptist Church, Leominster:   01568-708247

Methodist Church, Weobley & Leominster: 01568-612406
Roman Catholic Church, Weobley: 01544-318325

St Mary’s Church Summer Fete
Saturday 9th June at 2.30pm

We will be holding our Summer Fete on the village green and we hope that as many of
you as possible will join us once again to raise funds to help maintain our beautiful
Church building. There will be something for everyone to enjoy – The Aspire Dance
Team will be giving group and solo dance displays, Local Historian, Andrew Stirling-
Brown will be giving tours of St Mary's Church, all of the usual stalls will be on display
including delicious refreshments – come and have a browse and catch up with friends
and neighbours. We will have village stocks for the brave-hearted, milking the cow,
children’s games corner and much more.
We will be most grateful if you are able to donate any items to the various stalls we are
planning, but most of all, we look forward to seeing you on the day. Promises of goods
can be given to the following:
Refreshments Marion Willcocks 319306  Bottle Stall  Carol Lewis 318255
Bric a Brac  Barbara Brown 318145  Book Stall  Ellie Brown 318089
Plant Stall.  Brenda & Jim Collins 319011
Cake Stall  Anthea Alexander 318168 & Gill Price 319378
Delicatessen.  Olive Lewis 318455 & Daphne Franzen 318380
Tombola.  Molly Powell 01568 720107 & Nance Wellings 318930

Julie Hanson, Dilwyn PCC
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No driver can be unaware of the terrible state of our roads, with the
number and size of potholes seemingly increasing constantly and very
rapidly.  Dilwyn Parish Council regularly reports these defects, but very
few actually receive attention.  It is, of course, understandable that the
sheer scale of the problem places an immense burden on the County
Council, but there is an obvious risk that any one complaint may get
lost in the overall mass that is lodged. It also seems to be the case that
the report of an individual is likely to receive more attention than that of an organisation
such as a Parish Council.
Consequently, your Parish Council recommends most strongly that all of us, as individuals,
become involved by reporting any holes in the immediate vicinity of where we live.
Obviously, if many of us were to do so, the whole area could be covered.  It would appear
to be fact that the greater the number of complaints, the more likely is the repair to be carried
out!
Any defects that require inspection INCLUDING EMERGENCIES can be reported on the
Herefordshire Council website:

https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole
or by phoning 01432 261800.

For up to date information regarding highway works in Herefordshire please take a look at
Roadworks.org

    Dilwyn Parish Council

The Curse of Potholes

Dilwynner Team
Editors:
dilwynner@dilwyn.com Kate Albini (retiring)

Hilary Herdman
Steve Williams
Jim McGeown

Advertising/Distribution:
adverts@dilwyn.com Alan Rudland 319262

Accounts/Distribution
accounts@dilwyn.com Geoffrey Herdman 319256

All emailed copy for the magazine should be sent ONLY to the dilwynner@dilwyn.com
address. We cannot guarantee publication for copy sent to any other address or to individual
editors private email addresses. The dilwynner@dilwyn.com addressed emails are received by

ALL the editorial team, - thus ensuring copy will always reach the appropriate editor(s).
The Dilwynner always needs items from parishioners to keep the magazine both fresh and
interesting. So, we would welcome your articles about any subjects that might interest our
readers such as news, events, visits, restaurants, celebrations, anecdotes, times past, etc.
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Cedar Club
 On Thursday, May 17th there will be an outing to The Brecon Mountain Railway.

[ www.bmr.wales ],  leaving Dilwyn at 10.15am – cost £25

New members and visitors are always welcome.
For further information, contact Chris Jennings [319190].

The 2018 Programme is :
June 21st   Visit to ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE
July    NO MEETING
August    NO MEETING
September 20th ALCHEMY to PHARMACY– MY LIFE IN

PILLS & POTIONS         Malcolm Meadow
October  18th Outing  - Mystery Tour
November 15th  THE SOCIAL HISTORY of AFTERNOON TEA Eileen Dilley
December 20th CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Tracy Taylor 01544 318218
Monday to Saturday 9-5 except Wednesday 9-8
Out of hours appointments available on request

Broad Street, Weobley, HR4 8SA

Massage: Swedish full body
Back, Neck & Shoulder

Facials: Prescriptive
Mini Prescriptive

Microdermabrasion

Hands: Luxury Manicure
File & Colour, Gel Polish

Feet: Luxury Pedicure
Eyebrow tint

 and Eyelash tint
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Hill Top Builders
Dilwyn
Over 30 years experience.
Fully Insured.
Please call Alan on
07447 074061

Village based building contractor
All types of building work undertaken

Extensions, Renovations,
Barn Conversions, New Builds,

Garden Walls, Patios etc ...
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The Regular Meeting of Dilwyn Parish Council
held in the St. Mary's CE Primary School, Dilwyn on

Tuesday, 6th March, 2018
At this meeting, 10 Councillors were present, with apologies from Cllrs. E. Stilwell and
D. Brown. The Parish Clerk, Mr. Gwilym Rippon, and the Ward Councillor, Mr. Mark
Cooper, were in attendance together with two members of the public.
a.  Public Participation:

To receive the Police report.
There was no police officer present.
To receive the Ward Councillor's report.

The Ward Councillor gave a verbal report. A copy of this report has been placed on
the Parish Council Website.
One member of the public asked for details of the budget for 2018-2019.  He was told
that these may be found on the Parish Council website.
Another member of the public asked what was the current position of the redundant
building. It was explained that several enquiries had been explored. It was now
envisaged that future enquiries would be on-going to see if there any grants available.
b.  To approve the General Parish Council meeting on 6th February, 2018
RESOLVED: The minutes of the Council meeting on Tuesday, 6th February 2018
were approved as amended.
c.  Information arising from the minutes.
The Clerk was requested to purchase 2 extra grit bins.
d.  Correspondence received:
 There was nothing to report under this heading.
e.   Finance:

To note the bank balances for February 2018.
The Clerk reported the following

      Current Account                                                  £4994.11
      Deposit Account                                                  £    45.64
      Hub Account                                                        £9225.96
      Total                                                                   £14265.71

(Cont …..)

Parish Council Matters
1.  The Dilwyn Parish Council Website:  This may be accessed: From the Dilwyn
Community Website (on dilwyn.com) by using the appropriate tag (Parish Council), or directly
by: Accessing:  dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk

2.  The full, approved minutes of Dilwyn Parish Council meetings, as prepared by the Parish
Clerk, are published regularly on the Village Notice Boards and the Parish Council Website.
What follows here summarises matters of particular interest and any decisions taken at a
specific meeting.
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The bank balances as circulated were noted.
To discuss and approve invoices for payment.
The Clerk was instructed to pay all   invoices.
Full details can be seen on the village notice-boards and council website.

f.   Sewage works
It was reported that there was raw sewage spewing out into a field not far from the
sewage works. The Clerk was requested to contact Environmental Health and report it.
g.   Dog-Bin
A dog-bin was badly needed near Hafod Wen at the Western side of the by-pass.
RESOLVED: It was agreed that this would be purchased.
h.   Highway matters:

Sandpit & HR4 8JW ditches
Drains near the pumping station causing flooding
Potholes HR4 8JN and HR4 8JW
Border oak safety fencing very close to the road.

i.    Planning matters
There was nothing to report under this heading.
j.    Update on the Neighbourhood plan
The group met twice in February; discussed were the site criteria. Bill Bloxsome will
visit all sites and evaluate them. He will then produce a report to be discussed at the next
meeting. Potential 'green spaces' were being evaluated to establish if they could be so
designated.
k.    The Crown Inn
Cllr. Thomas gave a full financial update in relation to the Crown Inn.
It was requested that the accounts be placed on the Parish Council Website; it was
confirmed that this is being done monthly.
The Clerk reported that he had been in touch with Paul Kenyon who stated that he was
no longer interested in taking on the redundant building.
One suggestion was to advertise the building as possible office space on the condition
that a refundable deposit was obtained, to ensure that the building is not left in a bad
state of repair.
RESOLVED: That the possible rental of the building be explored.

PLEASE NOTE:
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday, 1st May, 2018,

commencing at 7.00pm in the Cedar Hall; these will be the Annual and the Public
Meetings.  It is to be hoped that there will be a good community attendance.
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Weobley & District Bowling Club
WINE and "PUDS" EVENING

On FRIDAY 22nd. JUNE
At the Club House, Hereford Road, Weobley.

Tickets £7.50 to include a glass of wine and a wide selection of
"yummy puds". available from Diane on 01544 318178, Brenda on

01544 318727, Christine on 01544 318742 or any club member.

New members are always welcome
Dilwyn W.I.

Amazing is the only word to describe our speaker in April. Di created incredible patterns
and designs using only a household iron and bees wax, leaving us all unable to think of
ironing being a mundane task!

Pat Isaacs, Secretary

What’s On at The Crown
Live Music Night

Saturday the 5th May at 7.30 p.m
Autistry (guitars and vocals), Caroline Beaumont (fiddle)
Dan Nichol (guitar, vocals) and Valeryan (guitar,vocals)

The music will be traditional, original and pop. Admission is free.
..... please come if you can ..... and pass the word round if you can't....

The Cider Barn
Cafe, Bar & Restaurant

Pembridge, Herefordshire HR6
9ED

We are offering a set price Sunday Lunch, for sample menu please visit our
website
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Martin Thomas

Seasoned Firewood
& kindling supplies

Tel:  01544 319332

Mobile:  07979596626

Moore Cottage
Dilwyn

All Hardwood TimberTel: 01568 613351 Mobile: 07548 137651

All-makes servicing • MOT Testing • Diagnostics
Tyres • Wheel alignment

Exhausts • Batteries • Repairs

01544 318268

Call Jon
Monday - Friday
 8.30am - 5.30pm

Whitehill Garage
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AC Gardening Services
Andrew Carter

Gardening and pressure washing
All aspects of garden maintenance
including rotovating, weed control

Pressure washing patios, decking, drives
No job too small

Tel.  01544 318016
Mob 07868 521050

1 Walnut Tree Close
Dilwyn, Hereford

andrewcarter757@btinternet.com

Hilltop Cattery
Hilltop – Dilwyn – Herefordshire – HR4 8JA

Enjoy your holiday knowing your cats are enjoying theirs
0784 66 99 481

Set in the heart of Herefordshire,
surrounded by tranquil wooded areas ,
Hilltop Cattery has been bespoke designed
for warmth, comfort and security.

Each cat has its own chalet with a covered
outside run.

· Qualified Veterinary Nurse (owner)
· Loving and personal attention
· Heated, secure accommodation
· Special diets and health problems catered for
· Luxury chalets available for multi cat households
· Inspections welcome
· Open all year



Page 13

Dilwyn Young Farmers
A lot has been going on in the world of Dilwyn
YFC: Easter Bingo, Dementia Friends Talk, WMA
Sports, Air Ambulance Visit and ongoing Rally
competitions!
Dilwyn YFC's Easter Bingo was a great success,
raising a massive £765. Thank you to everyone from
the village that attended and most of all thank you
to Daintree Griffiths for all the organisation and
bingo calling on the night!

Dementia Friend Sue Strachan gave us a
very informative and emotive talk on one
of our Wednesday night meetings. Sue, who
lives with dementia, is a dementia friend
these friends inform people and break
stigma about dementia, we all learnt that
no case is the same and we shouldn't
make presumptions about it. She is
running the London Marathon 2018 on behalf
of Alzheimer's Research UK.
We would recommend this talk to any other groups within the

village, as one of Sue's main goals is to increase awareness in the rural communities.
GOOD LUCK SUE!
WMA Sports, Dilwyn YFC
represented Herefordshire in Jump
Rope, Dodgeball and 7-aside Mixed
Hockey. The jump ropers put in a great
routine and ended up in 4th place, the
dodgeballers managed the same
position after some tough matches -
even beating local rivals Eardisley in
the process! The hockey team came
out victorious on the day beating
Warwickshire on penalty flicks in the
final after a last minute goal. An
impressive effort by all but special
mention has to go to Andrew Bennett for saving four penalty flicks!!
The team pictured consisted of (L to R): Standing - Ben Lewis, Ed Turner, Andrew
Bennett, Lily Stephens, Abbie Duce, Beth Mills. Kneeling - Emma Lewis, Mouse
Layton, Rob Crowley and Ed Thomas.



Page 14

We visited the Midlands Air Ambulance
at their Strensham Base to present them
with the £500 we raised for them back
in December. A very informative visit,
and a worthy cause.
Pre-Rally, Stock judging, Fence
erecting, National AGM and Rally are
almost upon us! This year's Rally Day
is not too far from Dilwyn so please
come and take a look at all our hard
work - from 9am - Gatley Farm, Hall
Farm, Leominster, HR6 9TR.

Meetings every other Wednesday for more info contact me 07527011451. Ben

Pete Stilwell
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER

City & Guilds Qualified • Servicing & Maintenance - Oil and Solid Fuel
Trust a Qualified, Established Craftsman - All Work Guaranteed

Tel: 01544 318528    Mobile: 07774 112077
Townsend Cottage, Dilwyn, Herefordshire HR4 8HL

Central Heating
Underfloor Heating

Wetrooms

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Boiler Replacement

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted

Unvented Hot Water Systems
  -fitted and serviced
Leadwork Specialist

Community Policing
PCSO Steph Annette

I would like to introduce myself as the new Police Community Support Officer for
Dilwyn, under the umbrella of Kington and Weobley policing area. As most of you will
be aware PCSO Dick Allford retired earlier this month after nearly 42 years’ service
with West Mercia Police. A huge achievement and I’m sure you would all agree he has
more than earned his retirement!! We wish him all the best.
I will be covering this area for at least the next six months, so I thought it might be
prudent for you to have some up to date information:

The Kington and Weobley Safer Neighbourhood policing team is now comprised of
PC Dean Wall and myself, PCSO Steph Annette 6440.

Please feel free to contact me with any local policing questions or queries.
The police non-emergency number is 101 ext 4535 and  999 in a serious emergency.

Our team email address is kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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The Kyre Group of the Riding for the
Disabled Association are based at Grafton
Farm Riding Centre in Bockleton near
Tenbury Wells.
The group meets on Friday afternoons

during term time to provide a riding experience for children who attend local schools. These
sessions are organised and run by volunteer RDA coaches and helpers. The emphasis is on
fun for both the riders and the volunteers! Typically, helpers will groom and tack up the
horses, assist with mounting and either lead or act as a side walker during the session. Its
great exercise and very sociable. Training is provided for anyone who is not so familiar with
horses.
Calling all volunteers: If you can spare a few hours on Friday afternoons, during term time,
participating in a friendly and rewarding activity we would love to hear from you.
Calling all students and school children: Additionally, volunteering at RDA is a great way
to complete some of the challenges and tasks set by school projects or the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards. So, we would love to hear from anyone who would like to volunteer and achieve
these goals. Volunteers must be 12 years or over.

For more information please call Jackie Forrester on 07866 681165
 or email jackief@withybank.co.uk

Carriage Driving: If carriage driving is more your thing, the Kyre Group also runs carriage driving
sessions on Thursdays. Please use the above contact details and I will pass your message on to the
relevant person.

Exploring What
Matters

organized by

Action for Happiness

An 8 week course that explores our
lives, at personal, local and global
levels and what it really means to us
to have a happy and meaningful life.

Starts on Thursday, 10th May
from 7-9pm

at the Forbury Chapel, Church
Street, Leominster, HR6 8NH.

Further details can be at
www.actionforhappiness.org/join

or forburychapel@gmail.com
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CAFÉ - Now open from 9am on Saturdays
EASY MEAL IDEAS FROM THE SHOP -

NEW - local Rayeesa curry sauces - add meat/fish/veg
Try our homemade scotch eggs - meat or vegi

Our homemade Quiches, coleslaw & carrot salad available in the deli counter
A selection of Goodlife frozen beanburgers/nutburgers
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Cedar Hall

Live Music Fundraiser
We are raising money to enhance the audio and Wi-fi facilities in the hall
Join us for another musical treat in Cedar Hall on Saturday 12th May at 7.30pm when
Whalebone entertain with their distinctive style.

They have been described as 'Classic Rock with Celtic goggles on' and 'Original guitar
& fiddle music full of infectious driving rhythms'. Visit their website for a taster
http://www.whalebone-music.com/
Tickets £10 adult £5 child - bookings 07772 796718/ 07973 683630.  Bar

Daytime sessions  £30
i.e.: Coffee Mornings,
Fund Raising Events,

Funerals. 4Hrs

Evening Party £70
Children’s Party £30

Village Group Meetings £15
Wedding Party £100

Cedar Hall Hire Rates Hire items
(Tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery etc.)

Set of: 1 table & 4 chairs - £5
4 cups, saucers and cake plates - £1

4 dinner plates and cutlery  - £1

 Hire of   Staging £25
Bookings:

07772 796718
Chair: Richard Thomas

01544  318541

Cedar Hall Committee AGM on Thursday 24th May 7pm
All village residents and users of the hall are invited. Refreshments will be

served.  The committee look forward to hearing suggestions for the use of the hall
and would welcome new members. In particular we are looking for a booking
clerk to take over from Steph Kyles. If you are unable to attend we would still

welcome your thoughts which can be emailed to the hall secretary
suea.russell@btinternet.com.  We hope to see as many of you as possible.

Village Market & Café
Saturday 2nd June

10.00 am - 12.00 noon
CEDAR HALL, DILWYN

All Tables Free of Charge
Contact Richard 01544 318541

BACON ROLLS    TEA & COFFEE      CAKES



Page 18

STUART HURDS
Oil Fired Heating Engineer

& Plumbing

Commissioning, Servicing,
& Repairs

Installations

Aga - Rayburn stoves
& Central Heating Boilers

Solar panel installation

  Tel No: 01544 318809
  Mobile: 07773 616440
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At least some of the frog spawn survived the frost
and snow as we have seen tadpoles on the move,
even though temperatures are still in single figures!
Still, better to come so the forecasters say - perhaps
by the time you are reading this, shorts and t-shirts
will be in use (and not just by the posties!).  Leaves
are slowly appearing on trees and bushes but
insects are so far rather scarce in the chilly

conditions. With swallows and house martins expected in April, food will be hard
to come by. Certainly our garden birds still rely on our offerings, and the pair of
reed buntings we saw first in March, are still with us.
The grass had grown sufficiently for me to risk a cut on one of the few fine days in
early April. Two lawns done but the third one is still too wet and will be left to await
dry, sunny weather. Other plants have been slow to come into growth, including
early potatoes, which must be finding the soil temperature a little too low. Even the
broad beans, those hardy souls, have found the growing tough. Still, a few weeks of
temperatures in the 20s and all this will be forgotten about. Dust off the fan and save
water before that hosepipe ban is announced!
As I finish, weather forecasters are predicting a warm spell, so perhaps spring will
be bypassed this year and we can go straight to summer! Just to continue the influx
of unusual birds to the area this year, a pair of white egrets was reported to me first
by Philip then Richard (neighbours down The Common). Sure enough, we saw them
on the partially flooded meadow land behind our house on a couple of occasions in
mid April.

AR

It has turned out to be a chilly, wet spring with many plants and animals being held back
in their efforts  to grow and reproduce. March has helped make up the low levels of
ground water by producing over 5 inches of rain (130mm), bringing the running total
for 2018 to nine and a half inches (238mm). March daytime temperatures have been
around 12-13 degrees in the past few years but were only 10 degrees this year. Night
times have only averaged 1 degree, with 15 nights seeing freezing temperatures. In case
you had forgotten, one weekend in mid month produced around a foot of snow (300mm)
and March had arrived with a couple of days of heavy snow. Only 7 days were 'mostly
sunny' and about the same number saw no sunshine at all. Could be a late spring!

AR

Weather Watch
Dilwyn Weather for March 2018

Nature Notes
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Scarecrow Trail 2018
F.O.S.M. School Dilwyn proudly present their summer event, the Dilwyn Scarecrow
Trail 2018. This will take place over the weekend of Sat 23/Sun 24 June and the
Theme this year will be "The Good, The Bad and The Ugly" and there is a list of 65
characters to choose from. The trail will wind its way around the village with
scarecrows displayed in people's gardens but also on the Village Green and School
field for those who wish to enter but live off the trail route.
FOSM Summer Scarecrow Weekend is getting off to a great start and we already
have 32 pledges of scarecrows ranging from the Pre-school, Infants and Juniors, to
local village groups, local businesses and villagers. These will be displayed around
the village during the weekend of 23/24 June when people can pay a small fee to
enter the trail and guess the identity of the scarecrows.
All contributions are welcome; please just have a go and support our lovely school.
Further details are available as follows:

Steph 07779 279705 Maddy 318471  Allie 319345

 Hi everyone, don’t blink otherwise you will miss the sun ?? It’s
here for a very short spell!
In March we had a very good order total of over 17000 litres with
some fill ups taking it near to 17500 litres, thank you to everyone
for the orders. The price was secured at 47.5p per litre which was
very good, only a little higher than February, and this time from

Watsons who delivered in two slots due to the quantity. Delivery was after Easter. All
the companies were the same. They were all saying that due to recent weather they were
overloaded.
Other prices were Beacon 49.95p and Oil4Wales 49p. Again I could not get a reply from
OJ Williams who sometimes seem to be a little difficult to deal with.
The price trend per 900 litres for the month to date is, at the 21st March. £449 per 900
litres. It was then very steady at the same price until 25th, when it then it dropped to
£448 on 26th and has since been slowly falling except for a little rise on 3rd April to
£448 again. It has had quite a few up and down fluctuations until 16th April where is
dropped quite considerably over four days to £441 by the 20th. Recent sunshine could
lower the price for us further when I order.

Thank you again for all your orders, keep up the good work, Pete

Heating Oil Syndicate

Minimum order 500 litres please by 20th of the month
PLEASE ONLY USE THE FOLLOWING EMAIL  - MARK SUBJECT AS
“HEATING OIL” - OTHERWISE ORDERS MAY NOT GET THROUGH

e-mail:   pete@oregina.force9.co.uk
mobile:  07774  112077  landline  01544  318528  or drop in to my letterbox.
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Westbury Court,
Westbury Street, Leominster,

HR6 8NT
(opposite the bus station)

Let our expert practitioners at Leominster Osteopaths
help you recover and get pain free
Call us now on 01568 610610

web: www.leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
email: enquiries@leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
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When my man bought his 1965 mk2 midget in 1967
when it was just 18 months old, little did he know that
over 50 years later, not only would he still have his
beloved car, but at the age of 75 (going on 76!) he would
be grovelling on his back taking the engine and gear box
out (again!!)  Although the gearbox is the original the
engine most definitely isn't.
The car in those days was his only vehicle and used to
do lots of miles being driven from London to Warsash,
near Southampton a couple of times a week, where he
was Training Officer at the school of Navigation.  In
those day I well remember being the passenger curled
up on the rear parcel shelf, while my best friend, who
was courting a good friend of ours, also working at the
college sat in the passenger seat.  Half way through the
journey we would change places, I would stretch out in the passenger seat and Joannie
folded herself onto the parcel shelf.  We were somewhat more supple in those days!!
Anyway I digress:  at that time the car was obviously a bit poorly because there was
more oil being poured into the engine than petrol into the tank.
While having a beer with a colleague, discussing the demise of the midget, he was looking
through The Exchange and Mart, to see if he could source another engine.  In the pub
on that day, just happened to be, the owner of a local main dealers.  "What are you looking
for?" he asked.  "Oh my car is spewing oil and I need another engine."   Well I can sell
you a Gold Seal engine for £52.  The deal was done and I went off on a holiday to
Switzerland with My mother and son and left him to it!!  Wise move I think.  That engine
lasted several thousand miles and was eventually replaced, but not scrapped.
Always on the lookout on web sites like Ebay, for bits and pieces for the car he noticed
an advert a few years ago, for a 1098 series 2 engine and gear box.  The listing said that
it had come out of a car that had disintegrated with rust, but there was nothing wrong
with either the engine or gearbox.  So he bought it and we travelled from Hereford to
Anglesey to collect it.  At this point I have to say that there was nothing wrong with our
gearbox, but hey, why not!! Engine number 3 was duly fitted and engine number 2 sat
on the garage floor gathering dust.
After that we celebrated the fact that the car was 50 years old by organizing a weekend
to Llangollen with the Hereford MGOC.  We had a super weekend at the Wild Pheasant
Hotel and dressed the old girl up with ribbons and banners to show her age.  At dinner
26 of us practically took over the restaurant and raised a glass and sang Happy Birthday
to a car!!  Are we mad?  Or just MG owners??

From Valentines to Mothers Day
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Having picked up a new crankshaft for a song, (another Ebay steal) engine number 2
was dusted off, re-bored, new pistons fitted and brought back on stand by.
Over the past few weeks she's been showing signs of a problem in the clutch or gearbox.
Despite the fact that, once in gear, the car was tripping along like a little gazelle there
was nothing for it.  The engine, gearbox and clutch had to be changed!!  And what day
did my beloved husband of almost 50 years choose to begin this mammoth task, why St
Valentines Day of course!!  Who said 'romance is dead?'
So it was that on Sunday 11th Feb we travelled to
Stoneliegh for the Triumph and MG Spares Show, with a
list of parts to look out for.  Although he thought the
problem might lie in the driven plate he bought a complete
clutch, new old stock for £63 and some other bits and bobs.
We did actually make a nice time of it because our son
had bought us a 'Red Letter Day' for Christmas and on
looking for something to spend it on, Mike happened to
see that one of the hotels was just 4 miles from the
Stoneleigh site, how fortuitous!!  So I was rewarded for
my patience with a nice overnight stay in a lovely hotel,
a session in the sauna and a delicious dinner.
So come Tuesday the 14th all was made ready.  1st remove the bonnet, which is much
heavier that I remembered from the last time I helped, or could it be that at 68 I'm not
as strong as I used to be?
Next I was asked for some rags, this was going to be a mucky job!  So I duly sorted out
an old towel and some tea towels that had seen better days. I left them in the hall to be
picked up when he passed.  A short time later I heard him say, 'thanks for that, these look
good rags'.  Alarm bell began to ring.  "Good rags?  No just an old towel".  I suddenly
had 'a moment' remembering that I had left an almost brand new heavy cotton fitted sheet
in the room where he was watching 'you tube' instructions on how to do something or
other to do with the car!!  No wonder he though it was good rag.  Thankfully I got to it
before the scissors and we were able to have a laugh when I showed his the real rag, an
old towel with a hole in!!
By the 17th of February the engine had been removed and all was well, apart from a
small paint chip on the off side wing!!  The car was pushed outside to give more room
in the garage.  It was a lovely sunny Saturday and we decided to go into town.  We
pushed the car back in, and Mike put a large block of wood behind the wheel to stop it
rolling.  He then looked round for a 2nd block of wood to put the other side of the wheel,
"why are you doing that?" I asked, "It would need an earth quake to shift that!"
Undeterred by my mocking he placed another wooden block by the wheel.  Imagine how
we laughed when we heard on the radio that there had been an earthquake in Swansea
while we were out!!  It was the biggest earthquake in the UK for over 10 years and the
biggest in the area since 1906, measuring 4.4 magnitude. Good job he chocked the
wheel!!!
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The job progressed over the next couple of weeks, with me keeping him supplied with
tea and coffee and warm soup at lunchtime.  Occasionally I might be called on to help

with some bolts that I could reach with smaller hands.  Or help
with guiding a big lump of car on the end of a rope.
Then 'The Beast from the East,' struck and temperatures
plummeted.  The snow came and carried on coming.
Undeterred we plodded on, him in this "Huggy Bear Suit" me
in fur lined willies and a Goose down hat to beat the cold.  I
felt a bit like Nannock of the North, but at least I was warm in
an unheated garage!!  At 75yrs old the work progressed at a
leisurely pace.  3-4 hours a day was all the body could cope
with, but there was no rush, it just had to be done properly, no
point in killing yourself!!  Refitting the gearbox had its'
moments, but we managed it eventually.

Then came the tricky bit, lowering the engine back in.  Easier said than done and there
were times when I thought it just wasn't  going to fit!!  However patience is a virtue and
eventually it plonked into position the nuts and bolts were tightened up and it was looking
good.  Sunday 11th of March was Mothers Day.  Our son and daughter arrived at about
11.30am and thought we might go out for lunch.  But the car was not yet "broom
brooming", so our daughter took me out for afternoon tea and cakes into Leominster,
while our son helped with the final details, like fitting the hoses, and checking there were
no leaks anywhere.  By the time we got home the car was nearer to being started, but
still not quite there.  At about 5pm our other daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren
arrived.  I had a cup of tea with them and at about 5.30 I was called out to the garage.
Pup, pup, pup, BROOOOM BROOOOM!!  The little car was purring again, bless her
and bless Mike as well. Break out the champagne.  It took from Valentines Day to
Mothers Day, but it was worth it and hopefully she will enjoy her trip out next Sunday
for the HMGOC wake up run!!!

Jo Slayman

Professional Decorators, Building work, Plastering, Tiling, Approved Dulux
tradesman, Listed property or new work. We aim to provide a quality and

friendly service at a reasonable cost, we price match on all comparable
decorating quotes, see our testimonials and gallery

www.dexdecorators.com
info@dexdecorators.com Call On 0800 566 8715 or 07956 509134

Free Estimates & Advice, Our Team Is Waiting For Your Call
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CAROLINE NEWTON
MC SP

Chartered
Physiotherapist

Hollybank
Kingsland

Leominster,
Herefordshire.

HR6 9SE

Tel: 01568 709005
Clinic appointments and Home

visits.
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists in

Private Practice.

Eco Friendly
Home Cleaning

Conscientious, flexible
 and reliable service,

paying attention to detail.

Specific requests and your
feedback always welcome.

Call Tricia Dorée
on 07833 396067
or 01544 318533
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JANET GREENFIELD

� Age 6-16 and struggling at school?

� Personal tutor with over 40 years
experience.

� Qualified to teach children with
DYSLEXIA and other learning
difficulties. Many years experience
and lots of learning resources.

� Help with reading, ENGLISH, MATHS
or EXAM PREPARATION.

� Help/study skills offered in most
school subjects up to GCSE level.

� One to one support in a calm
environment.

� Also “English as a Foreign
Language” offered to adults.

Call 01544 327555
or email

kinnersleyjanet@gmail.com

The Old Forge

Craft Centre & Tea Room

Classes & Courses

Monday:   Spinning 10am - 12pm
              Art Class 2pm - 4pm

Wednesday: All Crafts 2pm - 4pm

Marion Willcocks
Tel: 01544 319306

Email: mail@dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk
Website: www.dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk
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Every Friday 9:30 – 11.00
(Term times only)

In Dilwyn Cedar Hall

Meet other parents and children,
 chat and play.
£1.00 a session

 (To go towards tea/coffee & facilities)
For information call
Steph -07779279705
In association with
Dilwyn Playgroup.

Dilwyn Baby
& Toddler
     Group

Andrew,Jane & all the staff
look forward to welcoming
All Dilwynner readers to

OUR OPENING TIMES ARE:
MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.

SUNDAY - 8 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

TEL: 01544 318297
theoldschoolshop@aol.com

THE OLD SCHOOL SHOP
(COSTCUTTER)

WEOBLEY
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Organisations & Contacts
Cedar Club Chris Jennings Leader 319190
Cedar Hall Bookings

Richard Thomas
Bookings
Chair

07772 796718
318541

Community First Responder Gerry Duncan 318504
Police: Community Support Officer Dick Allford 07968 462523

Crown Inn Annabell & Callum
Anderson

Managers 318063

Dilwyn RBL John Hartley 318067
Dilwyn Support Group for
St. Michael's Hospice

Anna Wellings
Carol Lewis

Chairperson
Secretary

318329
318255

Neighbourhood Development Plan Deborah Bruton
deb.bruton@hotmail.com

Committee Secretary 07792577710
318654

Neighbourhood Watch John Abley
Alan Rudland

Coordinator
Chair

318670
319262

Playgroup Stephanie Kyles
Louise Lewis

Chairperson
Playgroup Leader

07779 279705
07975 994309

St. Mary’s School Peter Kyles School Head 318277
Friends of the School  Steph Kyles

 Beth Richards
 Joint
 Chairpersons

07779 279705
07973 664684

St. Mary’s Church Tom Hawksley Churchwarden 318007
W.I. Pat Isaacs Secretary 388744

Dilwyn YFC Ben Lewis Chairperson 07527 011451
Yoga Sue Harris 318604

Any errors or omissions, please contact the editors

Andrew Brown
Ian Brown
Rosemary Brown
John Gerrish
Julia Hall
Peter Kyles

Timothy Kyles
Julian Lewis
David Sterling-Brown
Elaine Stilwell
Peter Stilwell (Chair)
Steve Thomas

Parish Clerk:
Gwilym Rippon

e-mail:
clerk@dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dilwyn
Parish
Council

Community website: Dilwyn.com
You can read this magazine and back issues on line.

www.dilwyn.com/dilwynner

Herefordshire  Mark Cooper    3 Orchard Close, Dilwyn
Ward Councillor Phone: 318001                mcooper2@herefordshire.gov.uk

Local MP Bill Wiggin    officeofbillwigginmp@parliament.uk
Phone: 01568 612565  Westminster 020 7219 8175

Where no code is shown use 01544

Parish council website: www.dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Foot Health Practitioner

Nails trimmed
Help and Advice

Diabetics treated
Verrucae treatment

Ingrown toenails treated
Painful corns & calluses

reduced and removed

Brian Jenkinson DIP CFHP
Foot Care Services

Home Visits Only

01544 230501
07977 214756

Steven Rees
Traditional Upholsterer

Over 30 years' experience
Member of the Association

of Master Upholsterers
& Soft Furnishers

Antique and Modern Furniture
Free Estimates and Advice

Hawthorne Cottage,
Shirlheath, Kingsland,

Herefordshire. HR6 9RJ

Tel: 01568 709435
Mob: 07927 845655

M  D  R
Electrical

Mark David Ridge (Propr ietor )

All  aspects of  domestic
electr ical  work undertaken.

Showers.  Fuse-board upgrades,
extra  sockets ,  l ights ,  secur i ty

l ights  suppl ied and f i t ted,  power
suppl ies  to  garages and sheds,
fu l l/part  re-wires  and repairs .

Per iodic  inspect ions/landlord
cert i f icates/PAT test ing

No job too smal l .

Part P cert i f ied electr ician.
NICEIC Approved

Full  public l iabi l i ty insurance
cover.

Call Mark 07760 433479
or 01544 327161
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St Michael’s Hospice

St Michael's Hospice Plant Fair
Friday 4th and Saturday 5th May 11am-5pm

Bartestree, Hereford HR1 4HA
The second annual Plant Fair at St Michael's Hospice will be a celebration of

the joy of gardening.
Plant lovers will have the chance to browse a wide range of herbacious perennials,
bedding plants, annuals, trees, shrubs, alpines, bulbs, carnivorous and indoor plants

grown by professional and amateur gardeners.
Light refreshments will be available all day on both days. Two-course lunches will be

served between 12pm and 2pm each day, no booking necessary.
There is on-site parking at the Hospice, but please car-share if you can.

The Big Tea 2018: It's as Easy as 1, 2, TEA
Get together and raise money for your Hospice by doing something we all love: drinking
tea and eating cake.  So many local families benefit from the care provided by St
Michael's. So whether you want to prove your baking prowess or buy cakes from your
favourite shop, you will be doing your bit.
By asking guests to give a donation for the treats you serve, you'll become one of our
amazing supporters and help our nurses continue providing the best possible care.
To get your Big Tea pack to help you plan your event., call Gaynor on 01432 852 630
or visit  st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.  All you need to do is pick a date, choose a venue
and invite your guests.  With the date set and guests invited, you can look forward to
enjoying a cuppa and a slice of something delicious while supporting a great cause.
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As in 2017 we will be offering you the
opportunity to join us between 12 noon
and 4.00pm at The Cedar Hall and on the
school field for the “Not the Dilwyn
Show” event.  For new residents, the name
of this event may need some explanation!
For many years the annual Dilwyn Show,
held on the first bank holiday in May, has
been a big county event with horse riding,
a dog show, arena show events, vintage
vehicle displays and more.  Sadly after the
show in 2016 and following some planned
residential development in the village we
have been unable to find a suitable local
site to continue hosting such a large event
- we typically had 2-3,000 visitors, 100
display vehicles, 100 horse show entrants
and much more.  The committee however
were reluctant to give up on the day
entirely though, not the least because
funds raised were a significant
contribution to local charities and village
organisations.  Thus was born, “Not the
Dilwyn Show” – all the fun and sense of
occasion but without dogs, horses and vintage vehicles, for which we sadly have no room.
So, here we are again – Monday 7th May – be there – this is your village and your event.
We have
● Live music from John Hymas and Dave Luke – the return of last year’s popular duo.
● The return of “The Tipple Truck” with beer, cider, prosecco and more.
● Tea, coffee, sandwiches and cakes in the village hall
● Wayne will be serving pork baps for those of a carnivorous disposition
● Games, some old some new but hopefully all in the finest English rural tradition
● Judging of the competitions (see entry form with this issue.. Please note that competition

entries must be lodged by 1.00pm – not 11.00am as per the original entry form.
● Village children demonstrating traditional Dilwyn maypole dances.
● A craft tent with local produce and items to purchase.

And in the evening why not join us from 5.00pm in the Crown Inn to relax, unwind and
listen to more live music from John Hymas and Dave Luke and enjoy a pint with
hopefully, some food.

Richard Kelly

Not the Dilwyn Show! 2018
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To report anything or anyone behaving suspiciously in or around the village
   please ring in confidence

     Steph Annette Community Support Officer 101 ext 4535
John Abley  Neighbourhood Watch  01544 318670
Alan Rudland  Neighbourhood Watch  01544 319262

Events Diary

St Mary’s services can be found on page 4

Absolute deadlines for June’s Dilwynner copy are:
20th May for very small and also regular items

   18th May for new items of a half page or greater.
Normally we expect to receive copy much earlier than these dates

If you wish for your event to be published in more than one issue
then please send in a reminder for each month it is to appear.

Date   Event Time Venue
Tue  1st  PC Meeting        7.30pm  Cedar hall
Sat  5th  Live Music Night      7.30pm  Crown Inn
Mon 7th  Not The Dilwyn Show    Noon  Cedar Hall
Sat  12th  Live Music ‘Whalebone’    7.30pm  Cedar Hall
Thu  17th  Cedar Club Outing     10.15pm  Vill. Green
Thu  24th  Cedar Hall AGM      7.00pm  Cedar Hall
Sun  27th  Beer, Cider & Music Talent Event  All Day  Crown Inn

Cedar Hall 100 Club Draw
March:      1st    J. Browne     £20     2nd     A. Alexander £10

3rd     J. Hartley      £10

May


