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Dilwyn’s Independent Parish Magazine
Free only to Dilwyn parish households

Geoffrey’s Column
Arturo
My Christmas present that year was to be a 6 day riding holiday, 6 hours a day
in the saddle in the Gredos Mountains. The Gredos Mountains are about 75
miles due west of Madrid with some of the most beautiful scenery imaginable.
But, I had always assumed that if the Good Lord had meant me to ride a horse
he would never have invented the motor car. Steps had clearly to be taken.
We had about 5 months to go and so most weekends found the Herdmen on
horseback, either in Sussex or Herefordshire.
By May I could sit on a horse without a feeling of complete terror.
Maria Elena runs a superb organization. We were a group of 12 riders and I
was assigned Arturo, a fine chestnut. On top of the saddle was a numna, and
the whole thing was most comfortable.
For 6 days we made a broad sweep along Cañadas, old cattle trails, of which
there are 1,000s of kilometres in Spain. Criss crossing the Tormes river, usually
at fords where Wellington crossed on his Peninsular campaign. Clattering into
deserted villages at 1,700 metres, with a shutter banging to and fro mournfully
in the wind, and a water trough, fountain fed, still working perfectly. It was
straight out of “A fistful of dollars” and at any moment we expected to meet
Clint Eastwood or hear the famous 3 note trailing whistle.
We made a broad circle travelling perhaps 15 miles a day and at the end one
had survived with no broken bones. Arturo put up with his burden stoically,
but he had one tiresome habit. He would tread on my foot when I was standing
by him. Not once but with monotonous regularity. I put this down to
incompetence on my part and tried to keep my feet out of his way.
Every January Maria Elena would come to London and give a party for guests
past and potentially future. Some
years later at one of these I was
talking to a horsewoman clearly of
great experience. She had already
been to the Gredos a couple of
times, moreover she too had ridden
Arturo.
“Tell me”, I asked her “did he have
any little ways with you.” “Yes,”
she said forcefully “he used to
keep on treading on my foot!”
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Conditions of Publication
These conditions are published on the independent dilwyn.com website,
http://dilwyn.com/index.php/dilwynner/publishing-notes.
Items in this magazine are normally published as received provided they meet the above
mentioned conditions and, as such, may not reflect the individual views of the editorial team.
If you have any objections to any items published in this magazine please take them up, in
the first instance, with the originating organisation or individual.

Remember this is Dilwyn’s magazine and it relies largely on the residents of
Dilwyn to provide articles and information. So if you have something of
interest to share please send it in to the editors (email to
dilwynner@dilwyn.com) or pass by hand to any of the team.
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St Mary’s Church

Services for January
6th

Evening Prayer

6.30 pm

13th

Choral Holy Communion

11.00 am

20th

Morning Prayer

11.00am

27th

Holy Communion

9.30am

Holy Communion every Tuesday, 10.30am, at Windsor Cottage

CHOIR PRACTICE: 2nd January @ 6.30pm in the church
THE LINK: Copies of this magazine are now available in Church.

CLERGY CONTACTS: Revd. Matthew Burns: 07817747470
Leominster Priory Office: 01568 612124
Baptist Church, Leominster: 01568-708247
Methodist Church, Weobley & Leominster: 01568-612406
Roman Catholic Church, Weobley: 01544-318325
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Neighbourhood Watch
Telephone “Taxpayers” Scam
This is a telephone scam where an automated message is left, making it seem
as if it’s from HMRC, and stating that HMRC are bringing a lawsuit against
the individual. The recipient is then asked to call 0161 8508494 and press ‘1’
to speak to the officer dealing with the case. This is a sophisticated new scam
and we advise the public not to respond or divulge any of their personal details.
HMRC takes security very seriously, but everyone needs to be alert. If you
cannot verify the identity of the person making the call you should not disclose
your personal details. Please report any such incidents on the Action Fraud
website, or contact them on 0300 123 2040 (This number will be charged at
your normal network rate). They are open Monday to Friday 09:00-18:00.
For more information:
To learn more about dealing with Phishing and scams visit the HMRC website.
Not sure? Don’t open the door!
Protect yourself from doorstep crime. Be aware of people who turn up unannounced,
most genuine callers will have a pre-arranged appointment. If in doubt, keep them out!
Doorstep crime can include rogue traders offering home improvement or gardening
services, or bogus callers who claim to be the council, police, health carers or energy
companies.
Rogue traders may say they are in the area working on another property and they have
spotted a problem with your home or garden. They may claim to have materials left
over from another job, like paving or tarmac. They may try to pressurise you to buy
goods or sign up for services on the spot. Unfortunately all too often they may offer to
carry out work cheaply , but charge an extortionate price after the work has been
completed.
Bogus callers may claim to be working for the council, water, gas or electric company.
They could also say they are a nurse, doctor or even from the police. Bogus callers may
say they need to come into your home, or try to get you to go outside. They may try to
distract you so they can steal your money. They can be male, female or even children.
A pedlar is someone who calls at your door to sell items that they have to offer, This
can often include cleaning or household goods. These goods may be sold at an
overpriced value. By law pedlars are required to carry a pedlar’s certificate, which is
issued by the police force in the area they operate.
If you are not sure who is at the door, do not open it. Check the identity of any caller.
Confirm who they are by calling the company they work for by using the number from
the telephone directory or from off one of your bills. Do not call a number provided by
them.
If caller does not leave your property when asked to do so, call the police.
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The Dilwynner Team wish everyone
a very happy, healthy and successful New Year.
We are most grateful for all the contributions you send, the poems,
memories, photos, quizzes and animal stories. We hope to have 40
pages in the magazine each month in 2019, so do please keep your
contributions flowing!

Dilwyn Market & Café
There will be no Village Market this month.
We expect to start again in March.
Dilwyn Cedar Hall
All tables free of charge
Contact Richard on 01544 318541

Page 6

Hill Top Builders
Dilwyn
Over 30 years experience.
Fully Insured.
Please call Alan on

07447 074061

Village based building contractor
All types of building work undertaken
Extensions, Renovations,
Barn Conversions, New Builds,
Garden Walls, Patios etc ...
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Dilwyn W.I.
New members are always welcome
The Dilwyn WI enjoyed a scrumptious Christmas Dinner at The Crown
in December. Maria and Max were most hospitable, creating an
extremely warm and cosy atmosphere for us to indulge in festive food
and spirits. In January it's back to doing it ourselves with our Make,
Bake & Share supper on 8 January at The Old Forge. Of course, in
good WI tradition, we always make far too much food, so if you'd like
to join us around 7.30pm to sample some of our epicurean cuisine,
you'll be most welcome.
Pat
Our programme for 2019::
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday

8th
5th
5th
2nd
7th
6th
22nd
2nd
6th
3rd
1st
5th
3rd

January
February
March
April
May
June
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Make, Bake & Share Supper
Jewellery Making
Textiles & Costumes from China
Flowers for the Summer
Modern Day Cocktails
Bowling & Pizza
Strawberry Tea - Open Garden
Life & Times of a Lady Mayor
Afternoon Visit to Brobury Gardens
Annual Quiz
Hedgerow Medicine
Annual Review followed by Cake Toppers
Christmas Dinner

Professional Decorators, Building work, Plastering, Tiling, Approved Dulux
tradesman, Listed property or new work. We aim to provide a quality and
friendly service at a reasonable cost, we price match on all comparable
decorating quotes, see our testimonials and gallery

www.dexdecorators.com

info@dexdecorators.com Call On 0800 566 8715 or 07956 509134
Free Estimates & Advice, Our Team Is Waiting For Your Call
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We are a local dog training business, offering training classes for dogs
of all ages, one to one training, behaviour consultations, dog walking
and training walks. Our training methods are force free and reward based
and our classes are fun for both owner and dog!!. We also offer a number
of other classes including trick training, agility and scent work.

Find us on Facebook to get regular updates. Contact us on 07811584533
www.allpositivedogservices.co.uk
allpositivedog@gmail.com
We are also looking to rent a barn/shed and paddock long term to run full time classes,
if you have anything suitable please contact us

Massage: Swedish full body
Back, Neck & Shoulder
Facials: Prescriptive
Mini Prescriptive
Microdermabrasion

Hands: Luxury Manicure
File & Colour, Gel Polish
Feet: Luxury Pedicure
Eyebrow tint
and Eyelash tint

Tracy Taylor 01544 318218
Monday to Saturday 9-5 except Wednesday 9-8
Out of hours appointments available on request
Broad Street, Weobley, HR4 8SA
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Parish Council Matters
1. The Dilwyn Parish Council Website: This may be accessed by either:
● Directly by accessing: dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk
● Highlighted link from the Dilwyn.com community website.
2. The full, approved minutes of Dilwyn Parish Council meetings, as prepared by the
Parish Clerk, are published regularly on the Village Notice Boards and on the above
mentioned council website. What follows here summarises matters of particular
interest and any decisions taken at a specific meeting.

The Regular Meeting of Dilwyn Parish Council
held in the St. Mary’s CE Primary School, Dilwyn on
Tuesday, 6th November, 2018
At this meeting, 5 Councillors were present, with apologies from Cllrs. T. Kyles, R.
Brown, D. Brown, A. Brown, J. Lewis and J. Hall; the Parish Clerk, Mr. Gwilym
Rippon was in attendance; there were four members of the public present.
a. Public Participation:
a) To receive the Police report.
There was no police presence.
b) To receive the Ward Councillor’s report.
The Ward Councillor gave his report, a copy of which will be sent
through to the Clerk for inclusion on the website.
c) Questions from members of the public.
There was one question in relation to the high precept. The Clerk replied
that there was a need for a suitable unearmarked reserve to cover the
higher than normal cost of audit, due to the fact that every year for six
years there had been a complaint under audit. The additional cost for
this over that period is in excess of £8000.
Several members of the public made complaints of speeding in the
village and asked if the Council could contact the police. A complaint
was left on the Kington Police Twitter account in relation to speeding.
b.
To approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, 2nd October, 2018.
RESOLVED
The minutes of the Regular Meeting on Tuesday 2nd October, 2018 were
approved.
c.

d.

Information arising from the minutes.
• Cllr. Gerrish reported that the ditch has not been dealt with at Rose
Cottage.
Correspondence received:
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Nothing under this heading.
e.

Finance:
a) To note the bank balances for October 2018.
The Clerk reported the following
Current Account
Hub Account
Crown Account
Total

£ 29837.73
£ 1691.64
£ 1322.82
£ 31852.19

b) To discuss and approve invoices for payment. Details may be seen on
the Parish Council website and village notice-boards. The Clerk was
instructed to pay all invoices.
c) The Clerk reported that he had received a quotation for grass-cutting next
year amounting to £1095.
RESOLVED
The quotation was accepted.
f.

Highway matters:
a.
Balfour Beatty.
Cllr. Stilwell has put the recently-purchased grit-bins in place. Balfour
Beatty have said they would not necessarily fill them!
b.
Speeding in the village.
This was discussed under questions from the public.
c.
Work for Lengths-man:
Village weeds (apparently, he was spraying on the day of this meeting)

g.
Planning matters
1. 183149 –
Application for erection of an agricultural building to cover a manure store
at Fields Place, Dilwyn, Herefordshire, HR4 8HH.
RESOLVED
The Council supported this application.
2. 183726 Application for the erection of a free-range egg laying unit with linked corridor
to existing unit at Luntley Cottage, Pembridge, Leominster, Herefordshire,
HR6 9EH.
RESOLVED
The Council supported this application.
h.

Carols on the Green
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Discussion took place in relation to the arrangements for the 12th December
2018. St. Mary’s Church Choir had suggested support for the Megan Baker
Charity, that helps with severe disability and this was agreed.
i.

Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan:
Cllr. Kyles updated members in relation to the current position of the
Neighbourhood Plan. Following the consultation, it would be determined
whether any amendments to the Plan would be required. It would then
hopefully go to referendum in March 2019.

j.

The Crown Inn
It was reported that the work required on the roof in relation to the lead
flashing had been completed. In relation to work required in the Play Area,
following a recent ROSPA report, it was reported that everything had been
completed.
Cllr. Gerrish stated that he was going to discuss with the tenants any other
work that might be required.

PLEASE NOTE:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday, 8th January 2018,
commencing at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s School.
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Sign of the Times
In a chiropodist's office:
"Time wounds all heels."

In a Non-smoking Area:
"If we see smoke, we will assume you are on fire
and take appropriate action."

On a septic tank lorry
Yesterday's Meals on Wheels
In an optician’s window:
"If you don't see what you're looking for,
you've come to the right place."

On a Taxidermist's window:
"We really know our stuff."
On a Fence:
"Salesmen welcome! Dog food is expensive!"

MARK HURDS BUTCHERS LTD.
8 Broad St Weobley
01544 318205
A high quality, friendly family butchers ready to serve you
with a wide selection of delicious products:
Pure Hereford beef now in regularly, highly recommended for tenderness and taste.
Tasty alternatives like MUTTON, VENISON and GAME are now available.
Large chicken “Roasters” are very succulent and great value.
Delicious home-made pasties, sausage rolls, pork pies and meat pies are always available,
hot or cold. Sausage and bacon baps are also made to order, perfect for bait time.
Free delivery to Weobley area for orders over £10.
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Heating Oil Syndicate
Hi everyone a Very Happy New Year to you all, I do hope
that you had a great Christmas.
November was a better month again with us putting 15850
litres through the syndicate, well done to everyone
involved, over and above with some fill ups probably
about 16000 litres.
The price had actually fallen to 46.95p per litre nearly 6p cheaper than
October, delivery was from Beacon Fuels and again very prompt, The other
prices were Watson at 53p and Oil4Wales at 49.5, I could not get replies in
time from the other two companies and had to get the order done, Beacon
came in at an excellent price and checking on the price structure they were
well below average.
As a matter of interest Boiler Juice .com would have been 59.75p per litre,
they are not the cheapest as people may think, admin charges are included.
Over the last month the trend has fallen again dramatically with a slow rise
and fall on the way, 18th November started at £470 per 900 litres, falling
quickly over a period of about 13 days to a low of £437 on 4th December,
then rising slowly, levelling off on the way to a price of £450 on the 18th.
I am ordering now so the price should still be fair, this month is short because
I want to hope fully get a pre Christmas delivery.
Have fun and look forward to the Spring, the shortest day has gone.

Pete

Minimum order 500 litres please by 20th of the month
PLEASE ONLY USE THE FOLLOWING EMAIL - MARK SUBJECT AS
“HEATING OIL” - OTHERWISE ORDERS MAY NOT GET THROUGH
e-mail: pete@oregina.force9.co.uk
mobile: 07774 112077 landline 01544 318528 or drop in to my letterbox.

Thank you, Pete!
Pete Stilwell has organised and run the Dilwyn Heating Oil Purchasing Syndicate
for many years now and through doing so has saved all parishioners involved a lot
of money.
It must take Pete a considerable amount of his time to monitor oil prices, to collate
members’ requirements, obtain quotations and to finally place an order with the
best supplier.
We are sure that all who use this service would wish to thank Pete for his efforts
on our behalf over the last year, and beyond.
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M D R
Electrical
Mark David Ridge (Proprietor)

All aspects of domestic
electrical work undertaken.
Showers. Fuse-board upgrades,
extra sockets, lights, security
lights supplied and fitted, power
supplies to garages and sheds,
full/part re-wires and repairs.
Periodic inspections/landlord
certificates/PAT testing
No job too small.

Part P certified electrician.
NICEIC Approved
Full public liability insurance
cover.

Call Mark 07760 433479
or 01544 327161

Foot Health Practitioner
Brian Jenkinson DIP CFHP
Foot Care Services
Home Visits Only

01544 230501
07977 214756

Steven Rees
Traditional Upholsterer
Over 30 years' experience
Member of the Association
of Master Upholsterers
& Soft Furnishers
Antique and Modern Furniture
Free Estimates and Advice

Nails trimmed
Help and Advice
Diabetics treated
Verrucae treatment
Ingrown toenails treated
Painful corns & calluses
reduced and removed
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Hawthorne Cottage,
Shirlheath, Kingsland,
Herefordshire. HR6 9RJ
Tel: 01568 709435
Mob: 07927 845655

A Cautionary Tale
A few weeks ago we had some heavy rain and unfortunately some drainage
problems.
It was dark, pouring with rain and John noticed our drains were backed up.
We had previously had some problems and so the drain rods came out and
John set to work -but to no avail.
The neighbours were consulted and one side was fine but the other side
were starting to see problems. It was then that we could see the foul drain
in the road was backed up and coming through the manholes.
This was a job for Welsh Water! I have to say the service was excellent -from
the initial phone call they kept us informed of what would happen and time
scales. The men arrived within the hour and used high pressure hoses to
unblock the main drain. The cause of the blockage was the usual build up
of fats and in particular sanitary items and nappies.
So for all of us it is a reminder to be careful of what we are flushing down
our sewage systems.
Sue Russell

Whitehill Garage
All-makes servicing • MOT Testing • Diagnostics
Tyres • Wheel alignment
Exhausts • Batteries • Repairs
01544 318268
Call Jon
Monday - Friday
8.30am - 5.30pm
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Crown Inn
Happy New Year Everyone! We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and a
fantastic New Year. Thank you to all that celebrated New Years with us. We had
a very busy December and we thank everyone that booked their festive meal with
us, we hope you all enjoyed.
Mondays – As this is the quietest day for food, the kitchen will be closed.
However, the pub will still be open for drinks! For group bookings on this day,
please call to enquire.
Pensioners Lunches will be starting this Month once a week on a Thursday
12pm-1pm. Days may change on certain weeks due to availability. We have a
shoot lunch on Thursday 24th January, so that week we will have pensioner lunches
on Wednesday 23rd. Please call us for more information.
Burns Night will be held at the Village Hall Friday 25th January, with Max
cooking the food. Tickets can be purchased at The Crown, so book your space
before tickets sell out!
Live Music – We will have live music on Saturday 12th January and Saturday 26th
January. Both days from 9pm.
Telephone - 01544 318063 Email- info@thecrowninndilwyn.com
Website – www.thecrowninndilwyn.co.uk
We look forward to a great start to the New Year at The Crown Inn and we have
plenty of plans to keep pushing it forward throughout the year. Hope to see you
all soon.
Maria & Max

Why January?
It is generally thought that the name of this
month comes from Janus, the two-faced
Roman God, who is both looking back to
the old year, and forward to the new. He is
also the keeper of the doorway, giving entry
to January, and exit. from December, the
last month of the year. There are some
pretty grim images of him, but here is a
reasonably friendly one!
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Puzzle Page

Answers on page 37
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Hilltop Cattery

0784 66 99 481

Enjoy your holiday knowing your cats are enjoying theirs
Hilltop – Dilwyn – Herefordshire – HR4 8JA
Set in the heart of Herefordshire,
surrounded by tranquil wooded areas ,
Hilltop Cattery has been bespoke designed
for warmth, comfort and security.
Each cat has its own chalet with a covered
outside run.

•

Qualified Veterinary Nurse (owner)

•

Loving and personal attention

•

Heated, secure accommodation

•

Special diets and health problems catered for

•

Luxury chalets available for multi cat households

•

Inspections welcome

•

Open all year

AC Gardening Services
Andrew Carter
Gardening and pressure washing
All aspects of garden maintenance
including rotovating, weed control
Pressure washing patios, decking, drives
No job too small

1 Walnut Tree Close
Dilwyn, Hereford

Tel. 01544 318016
Mob 07868 521050

andrewcarter757@btinternet.com
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Nature Notes
A time of scarce natural supplies for our wild birds,
means that the food which we put out for them is
particularly important. Stored apples need careful
checking and any blemishes will soon cause many
around them to decay, so put them out for the
blackbirds, thrushes and fieldfares to feed on.
Scraps of bread, cheese, biscuits etc will all be
gladly received by our feathered friends, as of
course will seeds, nuts and fat-balls specially
bought for the purpose. Although it may cost a few
pounds, we always reckon that the pleasure to be
had from watching an assortment of wild birds in your garden is well
worth it. On the weekend of 26-28th January 2019, the Big Garden
Birdwatch takes place, run by the RSPB. Counting your garden birds
for an hour on either day could contribute to a national database and
help plan for the future – find out which of our birds need help to survive.
AR

Dilwyn Weather Watch For November 2018
Three and a half inches of rain (86mm) helped our
ongoing year’s total for 2018 up to 30 inches
(740mm). It was a fairly typical November, with cloud
and mists making everything feel cold and damp. Only
six days out of thirty could be called ‘sunny’, with a
couple more having a few hours of sunshine. Near the month end,
Storm Diane was swiftly followed by even more rain and wind, enough
to cause some disruption and our first local signs of flooding. Daytime
temperatures averaged 11 degrees and night times averaged 4, the
warmest day climbing to 16 and the lowest night falling to minus 4.
AR
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Martin Thomas
Seasoned Firewood
& kindling supplies
Moore Cottage
Dilwyn
Tel: 01544 319332
Mobile: 07979596626
Tel: 01568 613351

All Hardwood Timber

Mobile: 07548 137651

Pete Stilwell
Central Heating
Underfloor Heating
Wetrooms

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
City & Guilds Qualified • Servicing & Maintenance - Oil and Solid Fuel

Trust a Qualified, Established Craftsman - All Work Guaranteed

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Boiler Replacement
Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted
Tel: 01544 318528

Unvented Hot Water Systems
-fitted and serviced
Leadwork Specialist

Mobile: 07774 112077

Townsend Cottage, Dilwyn, Herefordshire HR4 8HL

The Cider Barn
Cafe, Bar & Restaurant
Pembridge, Herefordshire HR6
9ED

We are offering a set price Sunday Lunch, for sample menu please visit our
website
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St Michael’s Hospice
Striders and Strollers
Meet the Striders & Strollers, a group that meets regularly at one of Herefordshire’s
most popular beauty spots.
Open to anyone who has been bereaved, whether they have accessed services at St
Michael’s Hospice or not, the group is a monthly gathering for all ages meeting at
Queenswood Country Park, between Hereford and Leominster.
Those attending enjoy the company of others and the chance to round off the walk
with a hot drink and a slice of cake in the Queenswood Cafe.
The walks are held each month with a longer walk, away from Queenswood, also
held regularly.
There is no time limit to the group, with some regulars having attended for around
two years.
Shirley Young, a Social Worker at St Michael’s, is one of those who leads the walks.
‘There is no pressure whatsoever to talk about your loss; the topic of conversation
can range from the weather to your favourite book or TV programme.
‘But we find that those who join us build up a friendship with many of their fellow
walkers, leading to them returning each month.’
Striders & Strollers is free to take part in, but parking charges apply at Queenswood.
To find out more call Shirley on 01432 851 000.
Plant Fair:
St Michael’s Hospice Plant Fair, Friday 3rd May and Saturday 4th May 2019,
10.30am-4pm. St Michael’s Hospice, Bartestree, HR1A
Can you help? If you enjoy gardening and are able to grow some donate to us to
sell at our Plant Fair, please get in touch with Gaynor by telephone 01432 852 630
or emailgwarren@smhospicehereford.org.
If you make and/or sell garden-related products and would like to have a pitch at
the Fair, please contact Gaynor to find out more details.
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To the next generation
This is the last will and testimony
Of we the undersigned.
The gifts from our generation.
The things we leave behind.
Polythene in hedgerows.
Cans in every ditch.
The poor are getting poorer
And the rich are bloody rich.
We’ve put chemicals in waterways,
Where fishes used to swim.
There’s sewage in your oceans;
We’ve filled them to the brim.
The rainforest we have taken,
To satisfy our greed.
The ozone layer is broken.
A warning we didn’t heed.
We’ve covered your fields with tarmac
So we can move around.
We’ve filled your air with carbon
And roaring traffic sound.
We leave you with our Aids
And leave you with our cancer.
Now you must fight the battle
And you must find the answer.
Richard Tompkins.

Hire items
(Tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery etc.)
Set of: 1 table & 4 chairs - £5
4 cups, saucers and cake plates - £1
4 dinner plates and cutlery - £1

Cedar Hall Hire Rates
Daytime sessions £30
i.e.: Coffee Mornings,
Fund Raising Events,
Funerals. 4Hrs

Hire of Staging £25

Email Bookings
lrthomas541@gotmail.co.uk
Chair: Richard Thomas
01544 318541

Evening Party £70
Children’s Party £30
Village Group Meetings £15
Wedding Party £100
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STUART HURDS
Oil Fired Heating Engineer
& Plumbing
Commissioning, Servicing,
& Repairs
Installations
Aga - Rayburn stoves
& Central Heating Boilers
Solar panel installation

Tel No: 01544 318809
Mobile: 07773 616440
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Westbury Court,
Westbury Street, Leominster,
HR6 8NT
(opposite the bus station)
Let our expert practitioners at Leominster Osteopaths
help you recover and get pain free
Call us now on 01568 610610
web: www.leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
email: enquiries@leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
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Cedar Club
On Thursday, January 17th at 2.30pm in the Cedar Hall, Penny Platts will give a
talk about the “History of Cider.
The 2019 Programme is :
February
March
April
May
June

21st
21st
18th
16th
20th

Tracing Family History
Tales of an Evacuee
the Glenn Miller Story
Outing: Welshpool & Llanfair Railway
Autoharp & Dulcimer

July/August
September 19th
October
17th
November 21st
December 19th

No Meeting
Strange Antiques
Tea
Sly Gin
Christmas Lunch

John Turrell
Kenneth Reeve
Richard Jordan
Mike & Rachel Fenton

Nigel Christie
Duncan Fox

New members and visitors are very welcome
contact Chris Jennings [319190] or come to a meeting.
Caroline Newton
Retirement January 31st 2019
After 44 years of both NHS and private Physiotherapy I have decided to retire at
the end of January 2019. This was a difficult decision to make as I love my work
and will miss you all, however the more I thought about it the more excited I got
and I now have a long list of places to go and things to do!
I will be recommending Nathalie Cresswell who is a local Chartered Physiotherapist
and has worked in Herefordshire NHS and Private Practice. Nathalie is expanding
her Private Practice and will be working from her home in Shobdon.
Townsend Cottage, Shobdon, Leominster. HR6 9NF
Telephone 01568 708304 or 07494 643574
Email: ncphysio@outlook.com
Thank you all for your support over the years and I wish you all a happy and
healthy 2019.
Caroline Newton

Page 27

Yet Another Life Lesson
In the summer of 1974 I was detached to RAF Biggin Hill, along with my friend Kev,
as part of the groundcrew for that year’s air display. We were going to be there for 10
days seeing aircraft in as they arrived at the airfield and positioning them on static
display, marshalling aerobatic teams and solo aircraft during the practise week and on
the day itself. Prior to all of this the first day was spent having briefings, and familiarising
ourselves with SO's ( Station Orders), where various sections were, SHQ, the mess,
NAAFI and so on.
Despite being pre HSE our first 'serious' briefing was from the airfield fire section. We
were billeted in 9 man caravans as the permanent accommodation could only cope with
a certain amount of extra 'bods' and the lecture was taken by an RAF Regiment sergeant,
who set about his task with gusto and forceably imparted to us the gravity of the
information he was sharing about fire regs in the caravans, not drying laundry on the
heaters, no smoking etc. etc. There were other briefings but none delivered so pointedly
although they took up all of Monday, so after tea we went to wind down with a pint,
with our new found chums from various other stations, relishing the proper work the
following day.
Tuesday we actually spent meeting our Senior NCO's and being given the run down on
arrival times of the aircraft starting on Wednesday, then the real job would begin. On
that day, after breakfast, we found our way to the hut on the airfield, that would be our
office for the next 8 days,and from this location we marshalled several types of aircraft
from several different Air Forces around the globe. Most of the types were familiar, as
the majority were RAF but there were exceptions as Belgian, Dutch, German, Italian,
goddam yanks- you get the picture, followed each other to this great wartime station.
During the day we heard 'vague rumours' of a small domestic fire that had occurred
somewhere on the unit which had briefly piqued our interest , quickly disappearing when
no substantial information was forthcoming. The day passed and soon it was 1700 hours
and playtime ended, we headed for tea. In the mess there was a certain buzz of excitement
and as we sat at table, amid murmurings of the earlier fire circulating the room, we
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discovered, that although all reasonable care had been taken to alert us of the
consequences, a caravan had indeed been burned to the ground that very day. Armed
with this terrible news we hardly tasted tea as we cleared our plates in double time in
order to leave and offer our heartfelt condolences to the unfortunate occupants of said
caravan. On arriving at the site of the burned out shell our sympathies rapidly dissolved
and despite our best endeavours we erupted into gleeful, almost maniacal laughter.....the
caravan that had been destroyed was the temporary residence of 9 firemen from RAF
Scampton. It took a great deal of willpower to stop ourselves joining hands and dancing
around it. Fortunately it had been empty but it did transpire that a damp towel left drying
on the heater was the source.
Before we left for our own units there was an end of display party thrown in one of the
flying clubs after the weekend of displays. All personnel had been duly invited and we
made our way across the airfield, 7 up in a Spitfire (Triumph and not Supermarine) not
recommended, particularly as I was on the bottom......I would like to point out that at
no time did we take to public roads but have no doubt that the C.O. would have cared
little for that had he known!!!!!
Going into the Club we discussed the possibility of pulling and scanned the area for
likely targets; we soon realised even in our brightly coloured, penny round collared shirts
and dungarees it would not be our night, once the aircrews in blazers, complete with
team badges, smart pressed trousers had picked off the cream of the ladies and the NCO's
had sorted through the best of the remains, we were still behind the firemen who dazzled
the girls of our own age with their tale of woe....what's that about who laughs last.
Hiz Nibz, Ron.

Cedar Hall 100 Club
2019 Membership
Dilwyn Cedar Hall exists to serve the whole community of Dilwyn as a venue for a
variety of functions from parties, exercise classes, markets, dances and other fund-raisers.
It is a central meeting place for village organisations, be they Playgroup, Young Farmers
or Cedar Club.
The 100 Club was set up to help raise money for the general upkeep of the hall and so
support all these activities. It costs £12 per year to join and for this you have the chance
of winning one of the prizes drawn each month. The first number drawn receives £20,
with two further prizes of £10 and there is a Super Draw in June and December when
the amounts are increased to £50 and £25.
The hall committee would like to thank all those of you who have contributed towards
the 100 Club during the past twelve months and congratulate all the lucky winners.
We hope you will continue to support this good cause by completing the slip overleaf
and we also welcome new members who wish to join for the forthcoming year.
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Burns Night
Yes clansfolk it's nearing that time again to check your tartans, sharpen your sgian
dubh and press your flashes, haggis, highland park and hairy knees to enjoy along
with Rabs prose. Friday 25th January at 7.00pm in the Cedar Hall and only one
place to get your tickets call 01544 318579 speak to Julie or myself or leave a
message and reserve yours. Usual choice of main ….Haggis or Salmon pick your
preference and state which when booking your ticket. I am looking forward to seeing
old faces and hopefully a few new on the night. Max is your chef this year and the
bar is provided by The Crown so we can all enjoy the music, poetry and merriment.
Posters are on display in the Cedar Hall and Crown so, as the man said, book early.
In the meantime have a wonderful Hogmannay.
Ron.
Beautiful pale blue prom dress
for sale- worn once;
shawl, jewellery and bag
all inclusive. Size 10/12. £90 ONO.
Call:01432 830 780. Gwynnan

CEDAR HALL 100 CLUB
I wish to take out …... membership(s) of the Dilwyn Cedar Hall '100 Club'.
(Each membership costs £12 per year - more than one membership can be
taken out by one person or family.)
Cheques payable to Dilwyn Cedar Hall please.
Name(s) …................................................................................................
Address ….............................................................................................…
………………………………………………………………..
Please return form and cheque to Sue Thomas, Cloverhurst, Dilwyn
or to the post box at the village hall by 10th January 2019.
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1. Jean Alexander
2. Muhammed Ali
3. Andrew Sachs
4. In the brain
5. Antelope
6. Apple
7. Clare Balding
8. Trinity
9. T. John’s
10. Jack Vettriano
11 Mona Lisa
12. The Scream
13. Great Dane
14. Kit
15. One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest
16. Four
17. Greg Lake
18. Lawnmower
19. Rihanna
20. Katy Perry

Call Tricia Dorée
on 07833 396067
or 01544 318533
Specific requests and your
feedback always welcome.
Conscientious, flexible
and reliable service,
paying attention to detail.

Eco Friendly
Home Cleaning

Quiz Answers (p. 37)

Weobley & District Wildlife
On Thursday 6th December 34 members and friends of Weobley and district branch of
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust were treated to a delightful evening of show and tell and music by
Hop Pickers Feast and seasonal refreshments too. Mr. Ian Wren and his two stalwart musicians
played so ably it was a real pleasure to hear them. Sean Kingston was the first to participate in
the show and tell. He showed photos of a badger taken by his son age 13 years who had been
given his first camera. One of the photos was full frontal and of such good resolution that many
of us would have liked to say we had taken it. Graham Saunders followed with an illustrated
talk on the tree, Ginko Biloba which can grow to 30 metres high with leaves of two lobes hence
its name. Fossils have been dated to 2 hundred million years ago. It can survive cold and heat
and being slow growing often lives for two and a half thousand years. There is one in Chelsea
Physic Garden and a beautiful specimen grows in Kinnersley Castle grounds. It is widely used
in herbal medicine as it improves circulation and is therefore used for angina and vascular
dementia. Robert Williams showed six photographs and spoke of Aymestry Limestone, its place
in the geology of N.W. Herefordshire and the people who published books about it. People like
Rev. Thomas Taylor Lewis, an able naturalist interested in rocks and fossils who was vicar of
Bridstow near Ross on Wye. Sir Roderick Murchison with his friend Sedgwick set about
establishing an understanding of the geology of Wales in 1831. Murchison named the Silurian
system after an Iron Age tribe, the Silures, and published his seminal work on the subject in
1839.He also had dealings with Thomas Andrew Knight who lived in Downton Castle and was
the author of the Herefordshire Pomona. Finally Robert showed us a photo of Kirkidium Knighti,
a marine fossil which is set in the wall of Aymestry church in a block of Aymestry limestone.
It is dated to over 400 million years ago. Charles Overton showed photos of carnivorous plants
. These grow in nitrogen deficient soil in full sunlight. These insect eating plants catch their
prey in three different ways, pit fall trap, mechanical trap and fly paper trap. They are temperate
loving and grow outside happily to various heights. The Venus fly trap, Dionaea Muscipula
has trigger hairs which require 2 touches to effect closure. How does this plant time and sense
it's reaction to touch? Dave Burr spoke and illustrated the topic of two fish which are found in
the river Wye. The shad is a relative of the herring and comes to the river to spawn. The other,
a sea lamprey was not a very beautiful fish. It has one nostril and one eye, is parasitic and uses
its head to shift stones to prepare his redd. He will cooperate with other males to move larger
stones or small rocks. Hedley Boyce was next with a tale of the owl nesting box given him as
a retirement present. This was eventually inhabited by a pair of tawny owls which hatched a
brood. These owlets became used to Hedley working in his garden and fledged successfully.
Ian Sterry showed some delightful photos of the birds in his garden thus ably demonstrating the
pleasure to be gained by studying the bird life close to home. Mary Stevenson moved with her
husband to Eaton Bishop a few years ago and the beauty of the place made a great impression
on them both. The view from her back garden is fantastic especially with a rainbow. Simple
things like a cross section of a thick branch of purple beech, a field of potatoes tilled and earthed
up and the shine of the rain on cobbled stones of an old stone path gave much pleasure. Lewis
Goldwater was our last contributor. He is a reserves officer and our contact at the Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust. He spoke of the importance of water to all age groups and the various ways and
places volunteers can work for the trust.
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JANET GREENFIELD
Ÿ Age 6-16 and struggling at school?
Ÿ Personal tutor with over 40 years
experience.
Ÿ Qualified to teach children with
DYSLEXIA and other learning
difficulties. Many years experience
and lots of learning resources.
Ÿ Help with reading, ENGLISH, MATHS
or EXAM PREPARATION.
Ÿ Help/study skills offered in most
school subjects up to GCSE level.
Ÿ One to one support in a calm
environment.
Ÿ Also “English as a Foreign
Language” offered to adults.
Call 01544 327555
or email
kinnersleyjanet@gmail.com

The Old Forge
Craft Centre & Tea Room
Classes & Courses
Monday:

Spinning 10am - 12pm
Art Class 2pm - 4pm

Wednesday: All Crafts 2pm - 4pm

Marion Willcocks
Tel: 01544 319306
Email: mail@dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk
Website: www.dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk
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WEOBLEY and DISTRICT BOWLING CLUB
are holding an
ANTIQUES EVENING
with guest speaker
BEN COOPER
on FEBRUARY 16th. 2019
at HOPELANDS VILLAGE HALL, WEOBLEY
Tickets will be £10 ( to include a ploughman’s supper) available from
Diane on 01544 318178, Brenda on 01544 318727 or any club member.
Ben will either bring some items that he will talk about or talk about a few
items that the audience might bring.
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Andrew,Jane & all the staff
look forward to welcoming
All Dilwynner readers to

THE OLD SCHOOL SHOP
(COSTCUTTER)
WEOBLEY
OUR OPENING TIMES ARE:

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.
SUNDAY - 8 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
TEL: 01544 318297
theoldschoolshop@aol.com

Dilwyn Baby
& Toddler
Group
Every Friday 9:30 – 11.00
(Term times only)
In Dilwyn Cedar Hall
Meet other parents and children,
chat and play.
£1.00 a session
(To go towards tea/coffee & facilities)

For information call
Laura 07779 729876
In association with
Dilwyn Playgroup.
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New Year Volunteering for 2019!
Onside a local charity which works across Herefordshire and Worcestershire,
is looking for people to take on the role of a Relevant Persons Representative
(RPR).
As an RPR the volunteer would be visiting a person just once every 6-8 weeks
for no more than 1 hour. Volunteering would be local to where the volunteer
lives. Volunteers as an RPR are safeguarding the rights of vulnerable people
who don’t have the mental capacity to consent to care or treatment.
Onside’s Volunteer Manager, Claire Watkins, said “Our volunteers give their
time, their passion and enthusiasm, this role is very worthwhile and rewarding.”
Volunteers are ordinary people of all ages and backgrounds they just need to
be good listeners and have some time to give. We also have further
opportunities with advocacy, mentoring, café and book shop volunteering
available.
If you can picture yourself in the role of an Onside volunteer please call Claire
Watkins - Volunteer Manager on 01905 27525 or email claire.watkins@onsideadvocacy.org.uk to find out more. This type of volunteering is flexible to fit with
your life and circumstances. Free training (throughout the year) is provided
and all expenses paid.

Background on charity:
• Onside improves the lives of over 3000 vulnerable adults every year in
Worcestershire and Herefordshire.
• We provide free services to support adults facing disadvantage through
mental and physical ill health, learning disability and old age. Eg. Depression,
autism, learning difficulties
• Onside employs over 50 people and has 150 active volunteers
• Onside is a Worcestershire based charity established in 1993 stemming
from a belief that everyone has the right to be a valued human being and to
be treated in a just and fair manner.
Registered Charity no. 1102022 Onside contact: Volunteering: Claire Watkins
01905 27525 volunteering@onside-advocacy.org.uk Web: www.onside
advocacy.org.uk.
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Puzzle Page
Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Famed for her headscarf and curlers in her most famous role.
Who could "float like a butterfly, sting like a bee"?
Born in Berlin he was best known for playing a Spaniard.
In which human organ would you find the hypothalamus?
What type of creature is a kob?
‘Ariane’, ‘Parkland’, ‘Sandow’ and ‘Elton Beauty’ are types of which fruit?
Whose first novel is entitled The Racehorse Who Wouldn't Gallop?
What is the name of the character played by Carrie Anne Moss in the Matrix
Films?
What is the capital city of Antigua and Barbuda?
Who painted The Singing Butler?
How is La Gioconda better known?
Which picture by Edvard Munch has been the target of several high profile art
thefts
In terms of height, what is the world’s largest dog breed?
What is the term used for a baby ferret?
Which Jack Nicholson film was based in a mental hospital?
How many strings does a violin usually have?
Which musician believed in Father Christmas?
Which gardener’s item was invented by Edwin Beard Budding in 1830?
What is the better known stage name of Robyn Fenty?
Who rose to fame in 2008 with the release of the single I Kissed a Girl?

Answers are on page 31.

Winter Coats are Coming Through.
CLIPPING Horses £25 Ponies £20
Tel: 07502 621 151
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01544 318 579

Organisations & Contacts
Cedar Club

Chris Jennings

Leader

319190

Cedar Hall

Bookings
Richard Thomas

Bookings
Chair

07772 796718
318541

Community First Responder

Gerry Duncan

Police: Community Support Officer

Emma Dunne

Crown Inn

Maria Franzen &
Max Evilio

Dilwyn RBL

John Hartley

Dilwyn Support Group for
St. Michael's Hospice

Anna Wellings
Carol Lewis

Chairperson
Secretary

Neighbourhood Development Plan

Deborah Bruton
deb.bruton@hotmail.com

Committee Secretary 07792577710
318654

Neighbourhood Watch

John Abley
Alan Rudland

Coordinator
Chair

318670
319262

Playgroup

Laura Scrivens
Louise Lewis

Chairperson
Playgroup Leader

07779 729876
07975 994309

318504
O7971051474
Tenants

318063
318067
318329
318255

St. Mary’s School

Peter Kyles

School Head

318277

Friends of the School

Steph Kyles
Beth Richards

Joint
Chairpersons

07779 279705
07973 664684

St. Mary’s Church

Tom Hawksley

Churchwarden

318007

W.I.

Pat Isaacs

Secretary

388744

Dilwyn YFC

Andy Bennett

Chairperson

O7946540973

Yoga

Sue Harris

318604
Where no code is shown use 01544

Dilwyn
Parish
Council

Parish Clerk:
Gwilym Rippon
e-mail:
clerk@dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk

Andrew Brown
Ian Brown
Rosemary Brown
John Gerrish
Julia Hall
Peter Kyles

Timothy Kyles
Julian Lewis
David Sterling-Brown
Elaine Stilwell
Peter Stilwell (Chair)
Steve Thomas

Parish council website: www.dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk
Herefordshire
Ward Councillor

Mark Cooper
Phone: 318001

3 Orchard Close, Dilwyn
mcooper2@herefordshire.gov.uk

Local MP

Bill Wiggin
Phone: 01568 612565

officeofbillwigginmp@parliament.uk
Westminster 020 7219 8175

Any errors or omissions, please contact the editors

Community website: Dilwyn.com
You can read this magazine and back issues on line.
www.dilwyn.com/dilwynner
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Dilwyn Map 1896
National Library of Scotland Maps

Extract reproduced by kind permission of the National Library of Scotland..

Readers may be interested to look at the 25 inch to the mile Ordnance
Survey map of Dilwyn, published in 1896, an extract from which is shown
above. The National Library of Scotland has put online historic OS maps
of Great Britain.
The following link will take you to the map.:
https://maps.nls.uk/view/120895288#
Dismiss the copyright notice when you access the site and you can then
scroll, zoom and or drag around the map to see what interests you.
You can zoom in to quite a detailed view using the mouse scroll wheel.
Access the main site (https://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-andwales/index.html) and you can view other map sheets and views.
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January Events Diary
Date

Event

Tue

1st

New Year Hunt Meet

11.00am

Crown Inn

Tue

8th

Parish Council Meeting

7.30pm

School

Tue

8th

WI Meeting

7.30pm

Old Forge

Sat

12th

Live Music

9.00pm

Crown Inn

Thu

17th

Cedar Club Talk

2.30pm

Cedar Hall

Fri

25th

Burns Night

7.00pm

Cedar Hall

Sat

26th

Live Music

9.00pm

Crown Inn

St Mary’s services can be found on page 4

Cedar Hall 100 Club Super Draw
December

1st Andrew Key £50. 2nd Anthea Alexander £25
3rd Richard Thomas £25

Absolute deadlines for February Dilwynner copy are:
20th Jan for very small items and also regular items
18th Jan for new and non-regular large items.
Normally we expect to receive copy much earlier than these dates
If you wish for your event to be published in more than one issue
then please send in a reminder for each month it is to appear.
To report anything or anyone behaving suspiciously in or around the village
please ring in confidence PC Dean Wall 07773053846
PCSO Emma Dunne 07971051474 & PCSO Felix Rawlinson 07971051480
(or to report non-urgency crime, ring 101)
John Abley
Neighbourhood Watch
01544 318670
Alan Rudland
Neighbourhood Watch
01544 319262
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