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The Cover photo is of Iris stylosa    This little Algerian iris flowers from
October to March to cheer us through the winter.



Page 3

Dilwynner Team
Editors: Hilary Herdman
dilwynner@dilwyn.com    Elizabeth Poole
 Jim McGeown
Advertising/Distribution:
adverts@dilwyn.com Alan Rudland 319262

Accounts/Distribution
accounts@dilwyn.com Geoffrey Herdman 319256

All emailed copy for the magazine should be sent ONLY to the dilwynner@dilwyn.com address.
We cannot guarantee publication for copy sent to any other address or to individual editors

private email addresses. The dilwynner@dilwyn.com addressed emails are received by ALL the
editorial team, - thus ensuring copy will always reach the appropriate editor(s).

Items in this magazine are normally published as received provided they meet the above
mentioned conditions and, as such, may not reflect the individual views of the editorial team.
If you have any objections to any items published in this magazine please take them up, in
the first instance, with the originating organisation or individual.
Remember this is Dilwyn’s magazine and it relies largely on the residents of

Dilwyn to provide articles and information. So if you have something of
interest to share please send it in to the editors (email to

dilwynner@dilwyn.com) or pass by hand to any of the team.

Conditions of Publication
These conditions are published on the independent dilwyn.com website,

http://dilwyn.com/index.php/dilwynner/publishing-notes.
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St Mary’s Church

Holy Communion every Tuesday, 10.30am, at Windsor Cottage
CHOIR PRACTICE:   6 February@ 6.30pm in the Church

  THE LINK: Copies of this magazine are now available in Church.

CLERGY CONTACTS:  Revd. Matthew Burns: 07817747470
Leominster Priory Office:  01568 612124

Baptist Church, Leominster:   01568-708247
Methodist Church, Weobley & Leominster: 01568-612406

Roman Catholic Church, Weobley: 01544-318325

   3rd      Evening Prayer                            6.30 pm

      10th Choral Holy Communion            11.00 am

     17th  Morning Prayer                          11.00am

 24th Holy Communion                         9.30am

          Services for February
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Neighbourhood Watch

Every 6 years this has to be completely revised rather than just updated.
We shall be writing to all individuals on the existing roll enclosing
application forms for enrolment. Anyone not on the present roll who
wishes to join may obtain an application form, which will be available in
the Church, just inside the main door on the left. We hope to have the
new roll ready for publication at the end of February.

Tom Hawksley, Churchwarden

I've been so touched by the many cards of condolence and expressions of
sympathy I received following my husband's death just before Christmas.
Ill health precluded Richard from being an active participant in village
affairs, but he was always an avid armchair supporter of Dilwyn activities.
Thank you all for your kindness.

Pat Isaacs

The new sheet showing patrol dates for our teams should be
with you by the end of January. If your copy has not arrived by 7/2/19, please
contact Alan (319262).
Any prospective new members thinking of helping to keep Dilwyn safe, please
phone Alan for a chat.

 We are most grateful for all the contributions you send,  the poems,
memories, photos, quizzes  and animal stories. We hope to continue to  have
40 pages in the magazine each month in 2019, so do please keep sending
them!

Contributions Required

Church Electoral Roll.

Thank You
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Dilwyn Market & Café
There will be no Village Market this month.

We expect to start again on 6 April.
Dilwyn Cedar Hall

All tables free of charge
Contact Richard on 01544 318541

Saturday the 30th March

John Hymas (Violin/Viola)

and

Quartet Lunoire -

7.30 p.m. at St. Mary's Parish Church, Dilwyn

Note for your Diary
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Local Independent Family Funeral Directors

Incorporating Our Chapels of Rest

at Kington & Leominster Cemeteries

Contact day or night:

Mr. Bill Rowlatt
6 Castle Close, Eardisley

HR3 6NL
Tel: 01544 327829

“Our promise is to care for you and those you love”

Village based building contractor
All types of building work undertaken

              Extensions, Renovations,
Barn Conversions, New Builds,
   Garden Walls, Patios etc…

Hill Top Builders
Dilwyn
Over 30 years experience.
Fully Insured.
Please call Alan on
07447 074061
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New members are always welcome
Dilwyn W.I.

   Our programme for 2019::

Tuesday  5th  February Something crafty for Valentine’s Day
Tuesday  5th  March  Textiles & Costumes from China
Tuesday  2nd  April  Flowers for the Summer
Tuesday  7th  May  Modern Day Cocktails
Thursday 6th  June  Bowling & Pizza
Saturday  22nd June  Strawberry Tea - Open Garden
Tuesday  2nd  July   Life & Times of a Lady Mayor
Tuesday  6th  August  Afternoon Visit to Brobury Gardens
Tuesday  3rd  September Annual Quiz
Tuesday  1st  October  Hedgerow Medicine
Tuesday  5th  November Annual Review followed by Cake Toppers
Tuesday  3rd  December Christmas Dinner

Professional Decorators, Building work, Plastering, Tiling, Approved Dulux

tradesman, Listed property or new work. We aim to provide a quality and

friendly service at a reasonable cost, we price match on all comparable

decorating quotes, see our testimonials and gallery

www.dexdecorators.com

info@dexdecorators.com Call On 0800 566 8715 or 07956 509134

Free Estimates & Advice, Our Team Is Waiting For Your Call

What better way to throw off the January blues than sharing the company
of and a delicious home-made supper with friends; this is exactly what WI
members (and guests) enjoyed last month. Slight change of plan for our
February meeting which this year will be something crafty on the theme of
Valentine's Day. As always, an warm invitation is extended to anyone who
would care to join us, 7.30 pm on Tuesday 5 February at the Old Forge.
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Tracy Taylor 01544 318218
Monday to Saturday 9-5 except Wednesday 9-8
Out of hours appointments available on request

Broad Street, Weobley, HR4 8SA

Massage: Swedish full body
Back, Neck & Shoulder

Facials: Prescriptive
Mini Prescriptive

Microdermabrasion

Hands: Luxury Manicure
File & Colour, Gel Polish

Feet: Luxury Pedicure
Eyebrow tint

 and Eyelash tint

We are a local dog training business, offering training classes for dogs
of all ages, one to one training, behaviour consultations, dog walking
and training walks. Our training methods are force free and reward based
and our classes are fun for both owner and dog!!. We also offer a number
of other classes including trick training, agility and scent work.

Find us on Facebook to get regular updates.    Contact us on 07811584533
     www.allpositivedogservices.co.uk          allpositivedog@gmail.com

We are also looking to rent a barn/shed and paddock long term to run full time classes,
if you have anything suitable please contact us
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Parish Council Matters
1. The Dilwyn Parish Council Website:  This may be accessed by either:
Directly by accessing: dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highlighted link from the Dilwyn.com community website.
2. The full, approved minutes of Dilwyn Parish Council meetings, as prepared by the
Parish Clerk, are published regularly on the Village Notice Boards and on the above
mentioned council website.  What follows here summarises matters of particular interest
and any decisions taken at a specific meeting.

The Regular Meeting of Dilwyn Parish Council
held in the St. Mary’s CE Primary School, Dilwyn on

Tuesday, 4th December, 2018

At this meeting, 8 Councillors were present, with apologies from Cllrs. I. Brown, D.
Brown, A. Brown and E. Stilwell; the Parish Clerk, Mr. Gwilym Rippon and Ward
Cllr. M. Cooper were in attendance; there were no members of the public present.

       a. Public Participation:
a) To receive the Police report.
     There was no police presence.
b) To receive the Ward Councillor’s report.

The Ward Member highlighted the need for vulnerable members of the
public to receive the flu vaccine, and talked about road maintenance
and cyber security.

c)  Questions from members of the public.
     There were no members of the public present.

        b. To approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, 7th

November, 2018.

RESOLVED
       The minutes of the Regular Meeting on Tuesday 7th November, 2018 were

approved.

 c.        Information arising from the minutes.
•  Cllr. Gerrish reported that the ditch has not been dealt with at

Rose Cottage.

      d.       Correspondence received:
A member of the public asked if the Council has any intention to repair
the home guard hut.  Council was aware that there was a considerable
amount of asbestos present and it was felt it would be cost prohibitive
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for the Council to carry out repairs.

A letter had been received regarding the War Memorial. (See Item 11)

         e.       Finance:

a) To note the bank balances for November 2018.
        The Clerk reported the following
        Current Account                                                 £16256.44
        Hub Account                                                       £16391.64
        Crown Account                                                   £  3022.82

          Total                                                                    £35670.90

b)  To discuss the National Audit Office guidelines
A document was circulated which, it was proposed, be sent to the
Dilwynner for inclusion in the next edition.
RESOLVED
It was agreed that this document should be placed in the Dilwynner and
on the Council website.

c)  To discuss and approve invoices for payment.  Details may be seen on the
Parish  Council website and village notice-boards. The Clerk was instructed to
pay all invoices.

f.       Highway matters:
                       a)  Balfour Beatty.

Potholes at Sollers Dilwyn.
b)  Work for Lengthsman:

A list had been received from the Lengthsman and it was agreed that this
work would be carried out.

  g.        Planning matters
There was nothing to report under this heading.

h.        The adding of the name of Sargent Noble to the War Memorial
 A request had been received for the placing of an additional name on the Village War
Memorial.  The Council felt that precedent could be set and decided that the Clerk should
respond to the request by explaining the feelings of the Council.

   i           Carols on the Green
It was noted that this is an important event for the village, and that it is highly  desirable
that members of the Council are seen to be involved.
  j. Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan:
Dilwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan - Consideration of Representations made at the
Regulation 14 stage and to determine whether to forward the revised draft plan to
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                             Herefordshire Council under Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Plan-
                             ning regulations.

  RESOLVED
It was agreed to forward the Dilwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan, as amended,
to Herefordshire Council under Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning
Regulations.

  k.        The Crown Inn
The Licensees have received an award by CAMRA: ‘Pub of the Season’.
Council     members congratulated Maria and Max on this achievement.

There has been a suggestion that a sign be bought plus a plaque showing
that the   Crown had received the CAMRA award.

       RESOLVED
Agreed that the signs be purchased.

PLEASE NOTE:
           The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday, 5th February 2019,

commencing at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s School.
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 It is always to be hoped that complaints about Council procedures or actions
will   be few and far between.  However, should a complaint be thought to be
necessary, there is a definite procedure that must be followed.  This is set out
in a document published by the National Audit Office that can be seen on the
Dilwyn Parish Council website.  To help in understanding a very lengthy
document, a summary of the most salient points follows this piece.

Sadly, over the last six years, Dilwyn Parish Council has suffered from a number
of complaints, at the rate one per year. The only one of these that proved to be
justified was, subsequently, properly dealt with by the Council.  Although the
other complaints were deemed to be unwarranted, they nevertheless necessitated
payments of more than £8000 in additional external auditor’s fees, all of which
comes from the precept – effectively out of the pockets of every householder!

 Any parishioner has, of course, the right to complain, should there be something
of concern, and the Parish Council would most certainly want to respond to any
such.  However, there must be a proper procedure and this, to be helpful, is laid
out in the aforementioned NAO document.    Unfortunately, the recent Dilwyn
complainants have not followed this procedure and have gone directly to the
external auditor; the matter will, of course, be investigated, but at a cost – hence
the £8000+!  (A figure that can be checked by reference to the Council website.)
 It can clearly be seen, therefore, how undesirable and, indeed, incorrect it is to
lodge a complaint with an external auditor in the first instance.  Rather, should
there be a complaint on any matter that might come within the jurisdiction of
the Parish Council, the first contact should always be with the   Parish Clerk,
Gwilym Rippon. (Contact details below). The matter would most certainly be
dealt with promptly and efficiently.  Should the complainant then not be
satisfied with the outcome, that is the time to go elsewhere, but not before.

It is very much to be hoped that, when necessary, this simple procedure will
always be followed by everyone.

Gwilym J. Rippon; Tel: 01938 554065
e-mail: DilwynParishCouncil@mybtinternet.com

John R. Gerrish   (For  Dilwyn Parish Council)

Dilwyn Parish Council
Complaints Procedure
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NATIONAL AUDIT OFFICE

Local authorities spend public money; this money comes
from national and local taxes and the local authorities must tell local residents
and taxpayers how their money is spent.
A small authority, such as Dilwyn, is required to publish its annual return locally,
including on a website. As a local resident you have legal rights to inspect, ask
questions about and challenge items in your authority’s accounts.  Anybody can
ask a question, but only local electors can ask questions formally.
If you want information about your local authority’s income or spending, first
ask the authority.  Most local authorities publish details of their spending on
their websites. If you do not have internet access, you can ask your authority to
send you a copy of what it  publishes by contacting the Parish Clerk, in the case
of Dilwyn, Gwilym Rippon..
You might want to tell someone your view of how the authority runs its services.
You can, without exercising legal rights, tell the authority about these issues at
any time, by writing either to the Parish Clerk or to a Parish Councillor.

If, subsequently, you are concerned about the way in which the authority is
managing its business or finances, or are dissatisfied with the action the authority
has taken in response to an issue you have raised, you can then bring your
concerns to the attention of the local external auditor at any time. by writing.

To ask the external auditor a question or make an objection about accounts, you
need to know:
ï who the authority’s external auditor is;
ï your legal rights;
ï when you can exercise them;
ï what an external auditor can and cannot do;
ï the costs involved.    Please bear in mind that the costs of any action taken are
borne by local taxpayers, and local public auditors have a duty to ensure that
their response is proportionate and that they remain mindful of the amounts of
public money involved.

Information on any of these issues may be obtained by reference to the document,
Guide published by the National Audit Office, which may be found on the
Dilwyn Parish Council website.

Please remember:  In the first instance, you should always raise your concerns
with the authority and attempt to resolve the issue with the authority directly.
Access to the Dilwyn Parish Council website is best gained by using the link on
www.dilwyn.com
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MARK HURDS BUTCHERS LTD.
8 Broad St Weobley

01544 318205

A high quality, friendly family butchers ready to serve you

with a wide selection of delicious products:

Pure Hereford beef now in regularly, highly recommended for tenderness and taste.

Tasty alternatives like MUTTON, VENISON and GAME are now available.

Large chicken “Roasters” are very succulent and great value.

Delicious home-made pasties, sausage rolls, pork pies and meat pies are always available,

hot or cold. Sausage and bacon baps are also made to order, perfect for bait time.

Free delivery to Weobley area for orders over £10.

Signs of the Times
On a plumber’s van:

"We repair what your husband fixed."
**************************

On another plumber's van:
"Don't sleep with a drip. Call

your plumber."

In a vet’s waiting room
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!"

At the Electric Company
"We would be delighted if you send in

your payment.
However, if you don't, you will be."
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Heating Oil Syndicate

Minimum order 500 litres please by 20th of the month
PLEASE ONLY USE THE FOLLOWING EMAIL  - MARK SUBJECT AS
“HEATING OIL” - OTHERWISE ORDERS MAY NOT GET THROUGH

e-mail:   pete@oregina.force9.co.uk
mobile:  07774  112077  landline  01544  318528  or drop in to my letterbox.

Hi everyone, doesn’t time go so quick when your having fun,oil
update time again.

Firstly can I say a thank you to the thank you in January edition,
I do enjoy what I am doing, and I hope to keep it up as long as I
can. My benefits are the same as yours, cheaper fuel, I am not on

any form of commission, I don’t even get a calendar at the end of the year from the
supplier. I can manage to keep prices low because it is voluntary, otherwise like Boiler
Juice .Com there would be an increase for admin charges
.
Do please enjoy your membership which is free and just wave if you see me that’s all.

December was quite a good month with 10,000 litres going through the meter, again it
was probably near to 11000 with some fill ups. The delivery was again from Beacon
Fuels, and again OJ Williams, Watson and Oil4Wales just could not even match the
price, the delivery was after Christmas because they were so busy, but luckily no-one
was desperate, I did try by bringing the close date forward, the price was 48.95p per
litre.

Again we have gained some members, thank you for joining, we have probably got the
biggest syndicate for some miles.

The trend price has fallen considerably over the last month, starting off at £453 per 900
litres on 21st December and it fell continuously over a period of 9 days to £426 on 9th
January, it has actually started to creep up a little very steadily to £432 on 18th January
with a stable period of 4 days in between.
Enjoy 2019 everyone and take care of yourselves. Can I please get a plug in, there is a
Blues night at the pub on 9th February with Pedro on Drums, so try and come, see the
Crown Inn section for times etc.

Thank you again for your kind messages.

Pete
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Foot Health Practitioner

Nails trimmed
Help and Advice

Diabetics treated
Verrucae treatment

Ingrown toenails treated
Painful corns & calluses

reduced and removed

Brian Jenkinson DIP CFHP
Foot Care Services

Home Visits Only

01544 230501
07977 214756

Steven Rees
Traditional Upholsterer

Over 30 years' experience
Member of the Association

of Master Upholsterers
& Soft Furnishers

Antique and Modern Furniture
Free Estimates and Advice

Hawthorne Cottage,
Shirlheath, Kingsland,

Herefordshire. HR6 9RJ

Tel: 01568 709435
Mob: 07927 845655

M  D  R
Electrical

Mark David Ridge (Propr ietor )

Al l  aspects of  domestic
electr ical  work undertaken.

Showers.  Fuse-board upgrades,
extra  sockets ,  l ights ,  secur i ty

l ights  suppl ied and f i t ted,  power
suppl ies  to  garages and sheds,
fu l l/part  re-wires  and repairs .

Per iodic  inspect ions/landlord
cert i f icates/PAT test ing

No job too smal l .

Part P cert i f ied electr ician.
NICEIC Approved

Full  public l iabi l i ty insurance
cover.

Call Mark 07760 433479
or 01544 327161
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All-makes servicing • MOT Testing • Diagnostics

Tyres • Wheel alignment

Exhausts • Batteries • Repairs

01544 318268

Call Jon

Monday - Friday

 8.30am - 5.30pm

Whitehill Garage

Molly Jacobs would like to thank the Dilwyn Young Farmers Club & the British
Legion for their Christmas gifts.  It is much appreciated & made good use of.

     .

Dilwyn Royal British Legion
RBL Speaker Meeting  @ The Crown

 Tuesday 19th February 7.30pm
The first of our three Spring 2019 meetings.

Waterloo.   Mike Atkinson will provide an overview of the events that lead to the
great battle and  the results of his research into some of those who fought.  What
took place on Sunday 18th June 1815 was possibly the greatest single land battle in
history.  The battle marked the end of the Napoleonic Wars and with Napoleon's
abdication four days later the end of the First French Empire and the beginning of
many decades of relative peace in Europe.  Mike is a popular and entertaining
speaker.  Be sure to arrive a few minutes early in time to order your tipple and a
prompt start.  Non members welcome.

Dilwyn Young Farmers
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Crown Inn News
Pensioners Lunches will now be on a Wednesday from 12pm.
                                1 Course £6.50 / 2 Courses £9.50.
Sunday Lunch is served all day from 12.30pm until 6.30pm.

Whiskey River Blues playing Saturday 9th February from 9pm, with Pedro
Brown on Drums. A night not to be missed!  Please also check our website
for updates on events; www.thecrowninndilwyn.co.uk

Valentines menu (see page 2,) will be available from Thursday 14th until
Saturday 16th February. Please reserve a table.  Call us on 01544 318063.

    Maria & Max

Hyundai ix35 full dog guard      £40
o.n.o.
Kampa fold down oval camping table
  £20  o.n.o.
Peugeot 3008 rear boot protector,
black    £7  o.n.o.

Phone Tim on  0797 6757084

FREE to good home!  Large
free standing electric
ORGAN.  Two manuals, foot
pedals and plenty of stops,
backings and flashing lights!.
          Tel  Hawksley  01544
318007

Advance Date:  Saturday
23rd March 10.00 am - 12.00
noon.
  Final SALE of surplus from
The Great House to include
gardening equipment, linen
including sheets, small pieces
of furniture, chairs, tables,
crockery etc.

Hyundai ix35 full dog guard                  Kampa fold down oval camping table
£ 40  o.n.o.                                                                                   £20 o.n.o.
                Peugeot 3008 rear boot protector, black    £7  o.n.o.

 Phone Tim on:        0797 675084

For Sale
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Suduko

Answers on page 37
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Hilltop Cattery

Hilltop – Dilwyn – Herefordshire – HR4 8JA
Enjoy your holiday knowing your cats are enjoying theirs

0784 66 99 481

Set in the heart of Herefordshire,
surrounded by tranquil wooded areas ,
Hilltop Cattery has been bespoke designed
for warmth, comfort and security.

Each cat has its own chalet with a covered
outside run.

•  Qualified Veterinary Nurse (owner)
•  Loving and personal attention
•  Heated, secure accommodation
•  Special diets and health problems catered for
•  Luxury chalets available for multi cat households
•  Inspections welcome
•  Open all year

AC Gardening Services
Andrew Carter

Gardening and pressure washing
All aspects of garden maintenance
including rotovating, weed control

Pressure washing patios, decking, drives
No job too small

Tel.  01544 318016
Mob 07868 521050

1 Walnut Tree Close
Dilwyn, Hereford

andrewcarter757@btinternet.com
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Just days after I had completed my last set of Nature Notes in
mid December, a pair of white egrets came to visit Dilwyn
Common, spending a couple of days investigating the wet
grassland. On the 7th of January, a single white egret appeared
on the same field (pointed out to me by Caroline and other dog
walkers, who have watched with interest) and hung around for a
week or so. These birds look rather like herons but are pure
white. Many of these striking birds over-winter on the Somerset
Levels, so perhaps our visitors were making their way there and
had stopped for a rest.

The mild weather of late December and early January has encouraged some early
flowering. Last year the early daffodils growing at the end of The Glebelands
came into flower on the 1st of February. The same patch came into flower on 30th

December this last year – so effectively they flowered twice in a year! A walk
along the road between Hi-Lo Field Cottage and Quicksetts, revealed a patch of
deadnettles and some periwinkles in flower on the 7th January. The comparative
warmth to begin the new year has certainly encouraged the birds to sing. No sign
of our usual thrush but several robins, dunnocks and blackbirds have been tuning
up ready for spring. I heard a great tit in good voice in mid January, with his
easily identifiable ‘teacher, teacher’ song. The chasing games may have begun
but winter could yet descend late upon us – as it did last year.

AR

Nature Notes

Although the final week of the year was dry, several days
of heavy rain earlier in the month had produced a
December rainfall figure of 4 inches (100mm), bringing
the total rainfall for 2018 to 34 inches (850mm) – a fairly
average amount over the past 7 years. The daytime
temperature averaged 10 degrees (slightly above normal)

and the night time average was 3 degrees (only 4 nights had a frost) – also a
little high. Only 3 days were ‘mostly sunny’, in fact sunshine was in short
supply as clouds, rain, mist etc  became the order of the day. Several days
had a stiff breeze blowing but no major storm systems bothered us.
 A wet and dreary month to summarise!

AR

For December 2018Weather WatchDilwyn
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The Cider Barn
Cafe, Bar & Restaurant

Pembridge, Herefordshire HR6
9ED

We are offering a set price Sunday Lunch, for sample menu please visit our
website

Pete Stilwell
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER

City & Guilds Qualified • Servicing & Maintenance - Oil and Solid Fuel

Trust a Qualified, Established Craftsman - All Work Guaranteed

Tel: 01544 318528    Mobile: 07774 112077
Townsend Cottage, Dilwyn, Herefordshire HR4 8HL

Central Heating
Underfloor Heating

Wetrooms

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Boiler Replacement

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted

Unvented Hot Water Systems
  -fitted and serviced
Leadwork Specialist

Martin Thomas

Seasoned Firewood

& kindling supplies

Tel:  01544 319332

Mobile:  07979596626

Moore Cottage
Dilwyn

All Hardwood TimberTel: 01568 613351 Mobile: 07548 137651
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St Michael’s Hospice
Facebook community group:
For those who use social media, St Michael’s Hospice has launched a community
forum on Facebook.
It is a closed group for supportive conversation between families, patients and
people connected to the Hospice.
If you think you might benefit from this group, you can request to join by
searching  ‘St Michael’s Hospice Community Forum’ on the Facebook search
icon, and then click ‘Groups’.
Big Spring Walk – Sunday 17th March, 2019:
Spring will soon be with us.
Celebrate this wonderful time of year by enjoying a stroll through our glorious,
scenic countryside.
The St Michael’s Hospice Big Spring Walk guides you along your choice of four
circular routes (2k, 5k, 11k, 16k), all beginning at Fownhope Recreation Ground.
Your walk will be fully signposted, and our team of marshals will be positioned
along the paths ready to help you on your way.
There is no cost for this event as long as places are booked in advance online at
www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/big-spring-walk/

Donation Thank You
Many thanks to those who donated in lieu of Christmas cards; the total amount

raised this year was £100 donated to the chosen charity of St. Michael’s Hospice
Pam Taylor
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Hire items
(Tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery etc.)

Set of: 1 table & 4 chairs - £5
4 cups, saucers and cake plates - £1

4 dinner plates and cutlery  - £1

 Hire of   Staging £25
Email Bookings

lrthomas541@gotmail.co.uk
Chair: Richard Thomas

01544  318541

Daytime sessions  £30
i.e.: Coffee Mornings,
Fund Raising Events,

Funerals. 4Hrs

Evening Party £70
Children’s Party £30

Village Group Meetings £15
Wedding Party £100

Cedar Hall Hire Rates

A big thank you to everyone who supported events at the hall in 2018.
Our community market starts again on Sat 6th April

Cedar Hall Support

The Curse of Potholes 2
Several months ago, the notice that follows was published in the Dilwynner and,
hopefully, was read by everybody.  However, the problem does not appear to have
galvanised any action; it is reported by the engineers of Hereford Parish Council that,
during the last five years, there has not been a single report from any Dilwyn resident!
No driver can be unaware of the terrible state of our roads, with the number and size
of potholes seemingly increasing constantly and very rapidly.  Dilwyn Parish Council
regularly reports these defects, but very few actually receive attention.  It is, of course,
understandable that the sheer scale of the problem places an immense burden on the
County Council, but there is an obvious risk that any one complaint may get lost in
the overall mass that is lodged. It also seems to be the case that the report of an
individual is likely to receive more attention than that of an organisation such as a
Parish Council.
Consequently, your Parish Council recommends most strongly that all of us, as
individuals, become involved by reporting any holes in the immediate vicinity of
where we live.  Obviously, if many of us were to do so, the whole area could be
covered.  It would appear to be fact that the greater the number of complaints, the
more likely is the repair to be carried out!
Any defects that require inspection, including emergencies, can be reported on the
Herefordshire Council website:
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole or 01432 261800.
For up to date information regarding highway works in Herefordshire please take a
look at Roadworks.org, - Dilwyn Parish Council
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STUART HURDS

Oil Fired Heating Engineer
& Plumbing

Commissioning, Servicing,
& Repairs

Installations

Aga - Rayburn stoves
& Central Heating Boilers

Solar panel installation

  Tel No: 01544 318809
  Mobile: 07773 616440
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Westbury Court,
Westbury Street, Leominster,

HR6 8NT
(opposite the bus station)

Let our expert practitioners at Leominster Osteopaths
help you recover and get pain free
Call us now on 01568 610610

web: www.leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
email: enquiries@leominsterosteopaths.co.uk
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Caroline Newton
Retirement January 31st 2019

After 44 years of both NHS and private Physiotherapy I have decided to retire
at the end of January 2019. This was a difficult decision to make as I love my
work and will miss you all, however the more I thought about it the more
excited I got and I now have a long list of places
to go and things to do!

I will be recommending Nathalie Cresswell who is a local Chartered
Physiotherapist and has worked in Herefordshire NHS and Private Practice.
Nathalie is expanding her Private Practice and will be working from her home
in Shobdon.

Townsend Cottage, Shobdon, Leominster. HR6 9NF
Telephone 01568 708304 or 07494 643574

Email: ncphysio@outlook.com

Thank you all for your support over the years and I wish you all a happy and
healthy 2019
                                                                                      Caroline Newton

The 2019 Programme is :
March  21st        Tales of an Evacuee      Kenneth Reeve
April  18th  the Glenn Miller Story     Richard Jordan
May  16th  Outing: Welshpool & Llanfair Railway
June  20th  Autoharp & Dulcimer      Mike & Rachel Fenton
July/August              No Meeting
September 19th     Strange Antiques      Nigel Christie
October  17th Tea
November 21st  Sly Gin         Duncan Fox
December 19th   Christmas Lunch

Cedar Club
On Thursday, February 21st at 2.30pm in the Cedar Hall, John Turrell will give a
talk about “Tracing Family History”.   New members and visitors are always
welcome.  For further information, contact Chris Jennings [319190].

Cedar Club is looking for people to take over the positions of Leader, Treasurer
and Teas Organiser.  If you are interested in one of these roles, please contact Chris
Jennings.
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Two Mexicans are lost in the desert, with no food or water. They stumble
over rocks, flounder in sand, knowing that they must find help soon or it

will be too late. Suddenly one of the men sees some-
thing in the distance. Thinking he is hallucinating, or
perhaps looking at a mirage, he nudges his friend and
points at the horizon.
“Pleeees, tell me you can see eet too,” he gasps.

They crawl closer on hands and knees.
“Eeet looks like a tree to mee-ee,” the other Mexican
wheezes.
“Why, eeze a bacon tree, I thi-ink. I go and check eet

out. Don’t wanna get caught by zee bandits,eh?”
The first Mexican crawls forward on his stomach. After

ten minutes patiently waiting, his friend hears a fright-
ened croak from up ahead.
“Stay where you are amigo. Eeze not a bacon tree after all – eez a ham
bush!”

Who likes waterlilies?

The  Hardy Plant Society,  Herefordshire and Mid Wales Group will, at its next
meeting, hear a lively and entertaining illustrated talk about the history and
cultivation of waterlilies, entitled  “A splash of colour in the garden”. Rev Chares
Overton has over 50 years’ experience of growing these lovely plants.  He has
lectured to the International Waterlily Society and spent some years as the
manager of the French National Collection of Waterlilies and the nursery that first
gave coloured hardy waterlilies to the world.

The meeting will be on Saturday February 9th at 2pm at Pembridge Village Hall,
HR6 9EB and is open to visitors as well as members.  Entry charge £4

The  Hardy Plant Society

Joke Corner
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Eco Friendly
Home Cleaning

Conscientious, flexible
 and reliable service,

paying attention to detail.

Specific requests and your
feedback always welcome.

Call Tricia Dorée
on 07833 396067
or 01544 318533
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Weobley & District Branch
Report of a meeting on 3rd January 2019

On 3rd January Lizzie Croose – Mustelid Conservation Officer of The
Vincent Wildlife Trust spoke about The Masked Mustelid – Plotting
the Path of the Polecat in Britain.

The polecat is the ancestor of the domestic ferret.  They have been present in Great Britain,
but not Ireland, since the last Ice Age, and in the Mesolithic period they were the third most
abundant  ‘mustelid’, after weasels and pine martens.  Human persecution meant they were
rare in England by 1880 and almost wiped out in all the UK by 1915.  After WW1 there
were many fewer gamekeepers, and in the 1950s gin-traps were made illegal and so the
species began to recover from a foothold in mid-Wales, and is now once more quite
widespread, and with some interbreeding with escaped domestic  ferrets… particularly in
the south and east of the UK..

In 2014-15 there were 78 records of polecats in Herefordshire, about half of these identified
from roadkill, but camera traps, accidental live trappings and human encounters account for
other reports.

The true species shows some variations in markings but is generally quite dark coloured and
on its face has a brown/black mark like the mask of the “Lone-Ranger”
It nests in rabbit burrows, log piles or sometimes under garden sheds and it mostly feeds on
wild rabbits, but also preys on rats.

These days farmers and gamekeepers mostly do not regard them as a threat, and they are a
protected species, but they do suffer from ingesting pesticide… mostly rodenticides put down
to kill rats.   The polecats then eat the contaminated prey, which has perhaps become easy
to catch or is dead already.  Nonetheless, we heard that polecats are on the increase in UK
though they are in decline across most of mainland Europe.

The talk was beautifully illustrated with numerous slides and video clips and the meeting was further
enlivened by the presence of  Stanley, a live, three year old polecat who enjoyed much attention.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 7th January at the Hopelands Village Hall, Weobley
when Rhona Goddard Regional Officer of the Butterfly Conservation will tell us about
‘Herefordshire Butterflies’ Members £2.00  non-members £3.00.

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
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JANET GREENFIELD

ü Age 6-16 and struggling at school?

ü Personal tutor with over 40 years
experience.

ü Qualified to teach children with
DYSLEXIA and other learning
difficulties. Many years experience
and lots of learning resources.

ü Help with reading, ENGLISH, MATHS
or EXAM PREPARATION.

ü Help/study skills offered in most
school subjects up to GCSE level.

ü One to one support in a calm
environment.

ü Also “English as a Foreign
Language” offered to adults.

Call 01544 327555
or email

kinnersleyjanet@gmail.com

The Old Forge

Craft Centre & Tea Room

Classes & Courses

Monday:   Spinning 10am - 12pm

              Art Class 2pm - 4pm

Wednesday: All Crafts 2pm - 4pm

Marion Willcocks

Tel: 01544 319306

Email: mail@dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk

Website: www.dilwyn-crafts-teas.co.uk
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WEOBLEY and DISTRICT BOWLING CLUB
are holding an

ANTIQUES EVENING
with quest speaker

BEN COOPER
on  FEBRUARY 16th. 2019

at   HOPELANDS VILLAGE HALL, WEOBLEY

Tickets will be £10 ( to include a ploughmans supper) available from
Diane   on 01544 318178, Brenda on 01544 318727 or any club member,

Ben will either bring some items that he will talk about
or talk about a few items that the audience might  bring.

February Recipe
Mrs. Howard’s lemon  surprise pudding

 This is a family favourite, good all year round, but particularly so at this time
of year.  It  has a lemony sponge top, and underneath a rich gooey base.

75g softened butter
 grated rind and juice of 2 large  lemons
150g caster sugar
50g flour
3 eggs separated.
200ml milk

Cream together  butter, caster sugar and yolks (beat yolks first)  and the lemon
zest and juice. to make a thick batter. Gently .fold in the whipped egg whites,
and pour mixture  into a 1.2 litre souffle dish    or similarly deep dish. Place the
dish in a roasting tin and pour sufficient boiling water from the kettle to come
a third of the way up the side of the dish.

Bake in  the oven at 180 degrees for about 45/55 minutes until puffed , golden
and firm to a flat hand. Serve hot or cold. I don’t think it needs cream but there
are others who think cream or crème fraiche is a good addition!
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Every Friday 9:30 – 11.00
(Term times only)

In Dilwyn Cedar Hall

Meet other parents and children,
 chat and play.
£1.00 a session

 (To go towards tea/coffee & facilities)
For information call

Laura    07779 729876
In association with
Dilwyn Playgroup.

Dilwyn Baby
& Toddler
     Group

Andrew,Jane & all the staff

look forward to welcoming

All Dilwynner readers to

OUR OPENING TIMES ARE:
MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.

SUNDAY - 8 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

TEL: 01544 318297
theoldschoolshop@aol.com

THE OLD SCHOOL SHOP
(COSTCUTTER)

WEOBLEY
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Crown Unplugged Sessions
December 20th 2018 Session
Writing the December review now as the Dilwynner was published before our
December session took place!
We had a lovely turnout on December 20th with 15 players and our usual band of
loyal supporters – please forgive me if I’ve forgotten anyone as the list is from
memory and we’ve had Christmas and New Year in between!
We welcomed back Colette Nicholls (guitar/vocals) and Angharad Owen
(violin/whistles); and welcomed new comers Rob Grace (guitar vocals); and a brave
Peter Stillwell (guitar) first time ever playing in public.
Thank you to Lorraine Denning (guitar/vocals); Gerry Farrell (guitar/ vocals); Alison
Harrington (percussion); Brian Addis (guitar/vocals); Arthur Bancroft (violin); Tony
Beckingham (thought provoking poetry); Simon (Bear) Addison (autoharp and
melodeon); Gelan Swift (guitar/vocals);Dan Nicholl (guitar/dobro/vocals); Paul
Meanwell (guitar); and yours truly Valeryan (vocals/guitar).
While the session wasn’t limited to Christmas music we did include just a sprinkling
in amongst the originals and covers – and everyone went home smiling.

January 17th 2019 Session
For the first time, last night started out as an acoustic session dominated by the ladies
.... but I don’t think for one moment this phased out our almost resident violinist
Arthur Bancroft one little bit!
Katy Phillips charmed everyone with her gentle vocals and Appalachian Dulcimer
plus banjo playing - not at the same time! Alison Harrington added tasteful
percussion for all; Cari Beaumont created totally new fiddle tunes on the hoof and
added extra texture along the way to other performances including mine; Norrie
Davies added welcome accordion and banjo treats and Lorraine Denning gave her
usual lovely vocal renditions with guitar. So yes, early on Arthur Bancroft was
totally outnumbered and surrounded by pretty ladies. I did get a look in too! However
moral support was on the way for Arthur when Simon (Bear) Addison arrived
clutching autoharp and melodeon and a very brave Chris Chedgley
(guitar/vocals/spoken word) who suffered an accident on arrival at The Crown ....
before even getting to the bar.... joined us later on. The things some people do to be
tended by Maria and Lisa and two wonderful paramedics! Seriously apart from some
cuts and inevitable bruises all seems to be well, and the wall is still standing!
The next unplugged acoustic session at The Crown will be on Thursday 21st
February – I can guarantee it won’t be the same as any of the previous sessions and
I hope sincerely it will be without any potentially nasty accidents to anyone!

Valeryan – 18th January 2019
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(This poem has often been attributed to Pam Ayres but is not written by her.
However, if you enjoy her style of writing, you can book to see Pam Ayres at the Courtyard,
Hereford on Friday, July 26th 2019)

(Writer unknown)

I have a little Satnav, it sits there in my car.
A Satnav is a driver's friend it tells you where you are.
I have a little Satnav, I've had it all my life.
It's better than the normal ones, my Satnav is my wife.

It gives me full instructions, especially how to drive
"It's sixty miles an hour", it says, "You're doing sixty five".
It tells me when to stop and start, and when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever, safe to overtake.

It tells me when a light is red, and when it goes to green
It seems to know instinctively, just when to intervene.
It lists the vehicles just in front, and all those to the rear.
And taking this into account, it specifies my gear.

I'm sure no other driver, has so helpful a device.
For when we leave and lock the car, it still gives its advice.
It fills me up with counselling, each journey's pretty fraught.
So why don't I exchange it, and get a quieter sort?

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, makes sure I'm properly fed.
It washes all my shirts and things, and keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these advantages, and my tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and then, I could turn the bugger off.

Ode to the Satnav
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Organisations & Contacts
Cedar Club Chris Jennings Leader 319190
Cedar Hall Bookings

Richard Thomas
Bookings
Chair

07772 796718
318541

Community First Responder Gerry Duncan 318504
Police: Community Support Officer Emma Dunne O7971051474
Crown Inn Maria Franzen &

Max Evilio
Tenants 318063

Dilwyn RBL John Hartley 318067
Dilwyn Support Group for
St. Michael's Hospice

Anna Wellings
Carol Lewis

Chairperson
Secretary

318329
318255

Neighbourhood Development Plan Deborah Bruton
deb.bruton@hotmail.com

Committee Secretary 07792577710
318654

Neighbourhood Watch John Abley
Alan Rudland

Coordinator
Chair

318670
319262

Playgroup Laura Scrivens
Louise Lewis

Chairperson
Playgroup Leader

07779  729876
07975 994309

St. Mary’s School Peter Kyles School Head 318277
Friends of the School  Steph Kyles

 Beth Richards
 Joint
 Chairpersons

07779 279705
07973 664684

St. Mary’s Church Tom Hawksley Churchwarden 318007
W.I. Pat Isaacs Secretary 388744

Dilwyn YFC Andy Bennett Chairperson O7946540973
Yoga Sue Harris 318604

Any errors or omissions, please contact the editors

Andrew Brown
Ian Brown
Rosemary Brown
John Gerrish
Julia Hall
Peter Kyles

Timothy Kyles
Julian Lewis
David Sterling-Brown
Elaine Stilwell
Peter Stilwell (Chair)
Steve Thomas

Parish Clerk:
Gwilym Rippon

e-mail:
clerk@dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dilwyn
Parish
Council

Community website: Dilwyn.com
You can read this magazine and back issues on line.

www.dilwyn.com/dilwynner

Herefordshire  Mark Cooper    3 Orchard Close, Dilwyn
Ward Councillor Phone: 318001                mcooper2@herefordshire.gov.uk

Local MP Bill Wiggin    officeofbillwigginmp@parliament.uk
Phone: 01568 612565  Westminster 020 7219 8175

Where no code is shown use 01544

Parish council website: www.dilwynparishcouncil.gov.uk
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 Thank you to all who
made our special day

wonderful on
New Year’s Eve .

Alistair and Holly

For Christmas 2018, it was decided that the charity money raised should be given to the
Megan Baker House. This local charity, that operates in both Leominster and Ledbury,
helps individuals with very serious disabilities to work towards increasing their range
and control of movement and to learn or relearn skills that have a positive impact on
daily living.
Following sterling work by many but in particular the choir of St. Mary’s Church, backed
by the Friends of the Crown Inn, members of the Parish Council and the generosity of
Maria and Max in providing facilities and hot-dogs at the Crown, this aim has been
achieved to a very full measure in that the magnificent sum of £1057 has been raised.
The detail of events is as follows:

Dilwyn Wedding

The Dilwyn Charity 2018

The sum of £1057 will shortly be sent to our chosen charity.   Sincere thanks are due to
all concerned:  Carol and Edward Lewis and Julia and Tony Hall, who offered hospitality,
Maria and Max and their helpers at the Crown Inn, Morrisons, the Choir of St. Mary’s,
the children at St. Mary’s Primary School, those who helped with the arrangements and,
most of all, to everyone who gave money to the cause.  Dilwyn shows, yet again, what
a generous community we are!  Very well done everybody.

JRG

● November Coffee Morning     £205
● Carols on the Green       £248
● The Choir in the Village        £252
● The Choir at Morrisons    £287
● Donations           £  65
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To report anything or anyone behaving suspiciously in or around the village
   please ring in confidence PC Dean Wall 07773053846
PCSO Emma Dunne 07971051474 & PCSO Felix Rawlinson 07971051480

(or to report non-urgency crime, ring 101)
John Abley  Neighbourhood Watch  01544 318670
Alan Rudland  Neighbourhood Watch  01544 319262

February Events Diary

St Mary’s services can be found on page 4

Absolute deadlines for March Dilwynner copy are:
20th Feb for very small items and also regular items

   18th Feb for new and non-regular large items.
Normally we expect to receive copy much earlier than these dates
If you wish for your event to be published in more than one issue

then please send in a reminder for each month it is to appear.

Cedar Hall 100 Club Draw

Date   Event       Time                Place

Tue     5th        Parish Council Meeting           7.30pm           School

Tue     5th         WI Meeting                             7.30 pm          Old Forge

Sat      9th          Live Music                              9.00 pm         Crown Inn

Sat       16th      Whiskey River Blues                9.00pm          Crown Inn

Tue      19th       RBL Talk                                 7.30pm          Crown Inn

Thu     21st          Cedar Club Talk                     2.30pm          Cedar hall

There was no draw in January to allow for subscriptions to
be processed but there will be a double draw in February.


