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Free-House Lease Opportunity

Expressions of interest
are invited for taking on
the lease of a
longstanding and wellappointed Herefordshire
free-house
Located 12 miles northwest
of Hereford, and on the popular 'Black & White' tourist route, the Crown
Inn at Dilwyn is a charming two-room village inn that trades successfully
on a mix of both wet and food sales. As the only pub in the parish, it
benefits from a central position in this thriving village, located opposite
the picturesque village green. It is well-supported locally, and is the venue
for regular special events (some of which are hosted in the pub's extensive
garden).
The Crown Inn is currently run by a salaried manager on behalf of the
Parish Council, who own the freehold. It is now felt the time is right to
offer a lease to the right operator(s) to develop the business to its full
potential. An initial 6-year lease (with an option to extend after twelve
months) will provide complete freedom to run the business, including the
ability to buy all drinks and food in the free trade.
Applicants will be expected to provide a detailed business plan which will
show how they are going to grow the business. Full trading accounts can
be made available. Final appointment will be by competitive interview,
and subject to appropriate background checks and written references.
Please contact Gwilym Rippon on•07799 888324
or email: •DilwynParishCouncil@mybtinternet.com
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All aspects of tree work
undertaken, from forestry
operations to chipper hire
with operator.
Grass cutting, hedge cutting,
Family run business with
over 20 year’s experience.
Call
07831 729164 /
07796 793746

Hilltop Cattery

0784 66 99 481

Enjoy your holiday knowing your cats are enjoying theirs
Hilltop – Dilwyn – Herefordshire – HR4 8JA
Set in the heart of Herefordshire,
surrounded by tranquil wooded areas ,
Hilltop Cattery has been bespoke designed
for warmth, comfort and security.
Each cat has its own chalet with a covered
outside run.

·

Qualified Veterinary Nurse (owner)

·

Loving and personal attention

·

Heated, secure accommodation

·

Special diets and health problems catered for

·

Luxury chalets available for multi cat households

·

Inspections welcome

·

Open all year

AC Gardening Services
Andrew Carter
Gardening and pressure washing
All aspects of garden maintenance
including rotovating, weed control
Pressure washing patios, decking, drives
No job too small

1 Walnut Tree Close
Dilwyn, Hereford

Tel. 01544 318016
Mob 07868 521050

andrewcarter757@btinternet.com
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Art in Progress
Our cover picture this month shows
the dove, beautifully embroidered in
many thousands of tiny gold thread
stitches, by Marion Willcocks from
her own design.
It represents about one year’s time of skilled artistry and craftsmanship by
Marion, and will form part of the cope now being made for St Mary’s Church
in Dilwyn by Marion, Lindsay Smith and Jane Hawksley.
The plan is to have it ready for use at the service this Easter, but it will of course
be a treasure for Dilwyn for very many years to come.
We are indeed lucky to have so many skilled and talented people in our village,
who give so generously of their time and we are also very lucky to have
generous sponsors for this project.

Dilwynner Team
If you can help with producing the Dilwynner,
as an editor, distributor or in any other way,
then please contact one of the team listed below.
See back page for copy deadlines for the next issue.

Editors:
dilwynner@dilwyn.com

Kate Albini
Hilary Herdman
Steve Williams

318181

Alan Rudland

319262

Geoffrey Herdman

319256

Advertising/Distribution:
adverts@dilwyn.com

Services:
accounts@dilwyn.com

All emailed copy for the magazine should be sent ONLY to the dilwynner@dilwyn.com
address. We cannot guarantee publication for copy sent to any other address or to
individual editors private email addresses. The dilwynner@dilwyn.com addressed
emails are received by ALL the editorial team, - thus ensuring copy will always reach
the appropriate editor(s).
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St Mary’s Church
Services for February
5th

Evening Prayer

6..30pm

12th

Choral Holy Communion

11.00am

19th

Morning prayer

11.00am

26th

Holy Communion

9.30am

Holy Communion every Tuesday, 10.30am,
at Windsor Cottage

THE LINK: Copies of this magazine are now available in Church.
MOTHERS’ UNION:
Tues 7th February
at 4, Probert Crescent
[Contact Rosemary Brown on
01568720352]
CHOIR PRACTICE:
Weds 8th Feb in church at 6:30pm

CLERGY CONTACTS:
Leominster Priory Office:
01568 612124
Baptist Church, Leominster:
01568-708247
Methodist Church,
Weobley & Leominster:
01568-612406
Roman Catholic Church,
Weobley : 01544-318325

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
The annual revision of the Church Electoral Roll will take place at the end of
February. Anyone on the existing roll need take no action. Anyone wishing to join
the roll should contact Tom Hawksley, Churchwarden, Tel' no 318007, for an
application form, before the end of February. Membership of the Electoral Roll is
necessary if you wish to attend the Annual Parish Meeting in April.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday
Saturday

6th May. 7.30pm Concert in aid of St Mary’s Church Dilwyn
10 June.
2.30pm Summer Church Fete on the Green
Further details will be given in forthcoming issues.
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Nature Notes
Some very frosty weather has brought a steady supply of
hungry birds to our feeding stations. Most bushes have
been stripped of their berries, worms are down deep in
the earth, small insects and spiders are well hidden in some sheltered spot
and most seeds have been eaten from the plants. It cannot be easy to find a
meal now, when the ground is frozen hard. If your Christmas cake has
survived, and your New Year diet means you must not eat it, try feeding it
to the birds – the cake mix, nuts and fruit would be most welcome! Failing
that, any small scraps of bread, cheese, cake, bacon rind, nuts, seeds etc.,
could be a life-saver
We have seen the white egret again. It appeared for a few days on the field
by the drainage ditch, two years back. From 3rd January to the 12th this year,
it has often been seen perched in a tree near to the water treatment works. If
disturbed, it flies into the next field for a while. I cannot think that there is
much food here for it, so perhaps it is resting part way through a journey and
finds the delicately scented air a little warmer here than elsewhere! It really
stands out against the bare branches, with its snow-white plumage and long
beak. Makes a change from the rooks and jackdaws we usually see over there!
AR

Weather Watch
Dilwyn Weather for December 2016
An inch and two thirds (42mm) of rain brought the total
rainfall for 2016 to 34.7 inches (818mm), which is about average for us over
the past 6 years. December was dull and drizzly and cold, with mainly light
winds (unlike other parts of the UK which had Storms Barbara and Connor
to put up with). 15 nights saw a frost and even daylight only managed to raise
the average temperature to 8 degrees (against an average of 10 degrees over
the past 6 years). The chilliest night saw 7 degrees of frost in our back garden,
while a southerly breeze on the 10th gave a highest daytime temperature of
13 degrees. Sunshine was at a premium, with only 4 days of the month being
classed as ‘mostly sunny’. Roll on summer!
AR
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Wood Stove Services
PIP CLARK

‘HETAS’ Registered Installer
of

Bowley Lane, Bodenham

Woodburning
and Multi-Fuel Stoves,
Chimney Lining,
and Associated Works

Large and Small Domestic Appliances
Repairs and Service

Please contact:Gareth Boxhall
Your Local Supplier of White Goods
Prices Comparable with Local Stores

Tel: 01568 708643
Mob: 07908 222541

Free Delivery and Fitting
Tel:
01568 797365
Mobile: 07971 422034

Email: garethboxhall@fsmail.net

M D R
Electrical

KEITH JAMES

Mark David Ridge (Proprietor)

All aspects of domestic
electrical work undertaken.
Showers. Fuse-board upgrades,
extra sockets, lights, security
lights supplied and fitted, power
supplies to garages and sheds,
full/part re-wires and repairs.
Periodic inspections/landlord
certificates/PAT testing
No job too small.

Part P certified electrician.
NICEIC Approved
Full public liability insurance
cover.

 We undertake all types of
building work
 From small repairs to new
extensions.
 We fit kitchens and bathrooms,
including tiling.
 Roofing, brickwork and stone
walling, patios etc.

FREE QUOTES
Tel:
01544 318475
Mob: 07970 930910
Email: jameskeith@orange.net

Call Mark 07760 433479
or 01544 327161
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Weobley Theatre Goers
We have already been to see War Horse, but I have had a
special request to go again. It is on its last tour and is such a
good play – so much better than the film – that we can’t miss the
opportunity. Our nearest theatre is the Bristol Hippodrome, so I
reserved the tickets in March last year to get the best seats: in rows A and B in the
circle and in rows O and P in the stalls. Now is the time to book your place, which
many of you have already shown an interest in. We shall be going on Thurs 19
October to see the 2.30 performance, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00am,
which should give you nearly 2 hours to have lunch or walk around the area.
Please note: Bristol Hippodrome is not so easy to access with the coach
nowadays, as there is limited parking in front of the theatre, so you may need to
be able to walk 40-50 yards or so from the drop-off point, which may be outside
the theatre or in Prince Street. The theatre itself does NOT have a lift, but only a
circular staircase, so please bear this in mind too- stall seats may be easier for
you. Cost will be £63 including the coach. Please book early to avoid
disappointment, stating whether you prefer stalls or circle, and pay within 2 weeks
of reserving your seat before 18 May.
I have also reserved seats for Crazy For You, starring Tom Chambers at Cardiff
Millennium Theatre for Thurs 7 September. Songs by Gershwin and lots of lovely
dancing. Details of this will be in the March magazines.
Our next trip is on 9 March, when we shall be going to Birmingham to see Billy
Elliot. The coach is leaving Weobley at 9.30 for the 2.00pm performance, so
please be at Bell Square by 9.15.
Our last trip of the season is to see Funny Girl on 10 May. This is now booked,
but let me know if you would like to go on the cancellation list for this or Billy
Elliot as sometimes people are unable to go at the last minute. (This, therefore,
requires being able to go at very short notice.)

For further information: Kate Best 01544 318513
bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk

Knitting and Crochet Classes
The knitting and crochet classes started again in January, but if you would like to learn
you can still join us. The classes cost £35 for the term (or pro rata) with the money going
to Community Wheels and are held at my house in Weobley. These are classes for
complete beginners, for those of you who have tried to crochet and given up (it’s much
easier with someone to show you how!) or for those of you who wish to learn how to
finish a garment/add in colours/make buttonholes/pick up stitches easily etc.
Please email Kate Best bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk or ring 01544 318513
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WEOBLEY & DISTRICT BOWLING CLUB
FREE BOWLING MEMBERSHIP AT WEOBLEY
Weobley and District Bowling Club are looking to strengthen their playing squad for the
forthcoming season. The club will be celebrating 70 years in September and are inviting newcomers
to join us. If you have tried the game before or are wanting to take up the game, we are offering
free membership for the first season for anyone who joins the club.
• Club nights and for new members are on every Friday, starting at 5pm. on 21st. April until late
September. If you would like to take up the opportunity on offer, we have appropriate shoes and
bowls to try your hand at the game.
Further information can be obtained from Jean Bufton,Secretary, 01544 318659
Diane Rice on 01544 318178 or Christine Tilbury on 01544 318742.
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Parish Council Matters
The full, approved minutes of Dilwyn Parish Council meetings, as prepared by the Parish
Clerk, are published regularly on the Village Notice Boards and Website. What follows here
summarises matters of particular interest and any decisions taken at a specific meeting.

The Regular Meeting of Dilwyn Parish Council
held in the St. Mary’s CE Primary School, Dilwyn on
Tuesday, 6th December, 2016
At this meeting, 9 Councillors were present & Cllrs. D. Brown, R. Brown and T. Kyles tendered
their apologies; the Parish Clerk, Mr. Gwilym Rippon, Ward Councillor Mark Cooper and PCSO
Allford were in attendance; there were two members of the public present.
a)

Police Report
PCSO Allford gave his update; he stated that there had only been one crime in the area: that of
damage to a motor vehicle.
b) Ward Councillor’s Report
Matters reported on were:
Green Waste collection
The Football Club and Racecourse
Weobley Post Office.
c)
Questions from the Public
There were no questions.
d)
To approve the General Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday, 1st Nov. 2016
RESOLVED
The minutes of the General Parish Council meeting of 1st November 2016 were approved.
(e) Information arising from the Minutes
Carols on the Green: to meet on the Green at 6.45 pm; it was hoped that as many Councillors
would attend as possible.
(f) Correspondence: The following had been received
An email from Mr and Mrs Davies offering to bring their miniature Mediterranean Donkeys to
the Carols on the Green.
A letter from United Trust Bank advising of the Depositor protection.
Email from Geoffrey Herdman informing Council that he had taken over as treasurer to the
Dilwynner.
·
Letter in relation to a diseased tree on the village green.
(g) To receive an update from the Crown
The Manager had tendered her resignation and it was agreed to her working her notice; thereby, her
last day would be 31st March 2017. It was also agreed that adverts and the paperwork necessary to
seek a tenant should be commenced as soon as possible.
(h) Purchasing a new DeFib box
This was discussed, in view of the fact that the box supplied originally was not fit for purpose; it
was agreed to purchase one without a combination lock.
RESOLVED
The Clerk to purchase a new DeFib box without a lock.
(i) The Lengthsman and P3 expressions of interest
The Clerk informed members that the Council would now be able to re-join the scheme.
RESOLVED
The Clerk was to send off the expression of interest form.
(Cont …..)
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(j) Finance:
To note the bank balances for October 2016.
The Clerk reported the following
Current Account
£7690.95
Deposit Account
£2003.52
Hub Account
£1006.96
Total
£10701.43
The bank balances as circulated were noted.
To discuss and approve invoices for payment. Details may be seen on the website and
notice-boards.
Increase in the Budget/Precept following discussion in agenda items 10/11.
This was discussed and the Clerk informed members that the new Lengthsman / P3
required a financial input from Council, to access any grant from Balfour Beatty. There
was an overall financial benefit of £5564.500p; however, there was a need for the
Council to commit to an input of £2692.50p.
RESOLVED
That the budget be increased by £2692.50 and the precept demand now be £187000.
The Clerk was to inform Herefordshire Council of the amendment.
(k) Highway Matters
Balfour Beatty: It was reported that there had been a number of pot-holes marked for
attention. However, these markings were fading.
(l) Planning matters: None
(m) Neighbourhood Plan
Deb Brunton updated Council as to the current position: a draft budget had been produced.
(n) It was agreed that there would be a Councillor briefing session on 29th Dec. 2016.
PLEASE NOTE:
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday, 7th February, 2017 in
St. Mary’s Primary School.

WELLINGTON

SPRING CHARITY ART EXHIBITION AND SALE.
Following the successful Art Exhibition and Sale held in Wellington at Easter
2015, we are mounting another show this year, over three days from Saturday
29th. April until Monday 1st. May.
The show is open to artists with original works, framed and ready for hanging.
In addition, space will be available for prints and cards. Artists wishing to enter
pictures please contact Peter Manson, Overlea, Auberrow, Wellington, Hereford,
HR4 8AL, or email panda2245@btinternet.com or telephone 01432 830097 for
information, guidelines and a booking form.
Entry will be free for visitors. Refreshments will be available. Profits will go to
St Margaret's Church, Wellington. For any further information, please contact
the above.
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THE GLORY OF THE VOICE
Come-and-Sing Vivaldi's "Gloria" in a choral day workshop on Saturday 4th March,
led by Robert Evans (Music Director of Kington Choral Society, and member of•The
Sixteen) in St Andrew's Church in Bredwardine HR3 6BU - the 'Kilvert church'. All
welcome.
Registration 9:30am•for Workshop•starting at 10am•finishing with a sing-through
around 4pm. Singers £12. Score hire for the day £2.
Book your place now on the KCS website•www.kingtonchoral.org.uk,
by text to •07 968 044853•or email•kingtonchoral@mail.com.

For Sale
NESPRESSO Magimix CitiZ +milk.
Unwanted and unopened Christmas present.
Reasonable offer accepted.• Tel:• 01544-318007

Celebrate Shrove Tuesday
Weobley Parish Church!
Back by popular demand we are reviving our tradition of enjoying
pancakes and coffee on February the 28th between 10-30 and 12-30.
See them tossed high to the rafters…run for your lives! Have fun!
Free admission! everything a pound!……. donations allowed!

0 Gauge Model Railway Running Day
Everybody Welcome
Herefordshire Borders 0 Gauge Group
Sunday March 12th 2017
10.00am to 4.30pm
Eardisland Village Hall, Eardisland, Nr Leominster
Herefordshire, HR6 9BP
Test track for visitors models, local traders including
Amberly Services and displays
Light refreshments provide by local ladies, bacon rolls, home made cakes.
Entrance fee £2.50 (children free)
Details contact Doug Tantrum 01544 387972,
Email, dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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The 2016 Dilwyn Charity
‘RORY the ROBOT’
For use in the treatment of prostate cancer
The Worcester Acute Hospital is currently raising funds to purchase a very special piece of
equipment that will make the treatment of prostate cancer much less arduous for the patient
by using robot technology. When in operation, the treatment will be made available to
Herefordshire.
As always, great generosity has been shown by many people and the amounts raised at the
various events were:
● November Coffee Morning
£220
● Carols on the Green
£226
● The Choir in the Village
£241
● The Choir at Morrisons
£479
●

TOTAL

£1166

St Mary's Church Choir would like to thank the villagers and all who helped them
raise the magnificent total achieved. Many thanks to the Parish Council for their
contribution from both their Coffee Morning in November and the 'Carols on the
Green' event. We sang around the parish and thanks go to the residents of Karen
Court, Tony and Julia Hall and Molly Powell for hosting house parties and helping
us to raise funds. This was hardly arduous as we were provided with delicious
refreshments! Our last 'gig' was at Morrisons, where we sang ourselves hoarse for
two hours and raised £479. Our thanks go to John Gerrish who counted and
processed the money for us and to Hilary Herdman (Church Treasurer) for providing
the banking facility. We felt this was a very worthwhile cause this year that will
revolutionise prostate cancer surgery in this area. My own thanks go to the members
of the choir who gave their time so generously.
Jane Clarke

Gardener’s Corner - February
Top 10
jobs for
this
month

1 Prepare vegetable seed beds, and sow some vegetables under cover
2 Chit potato tubers
3 Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines and peaches
4 Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep the birds off
5 Prune winter-flowering shrubs that have finished flowering
6 Divide bulbs such as snowdrops, and plant those that need planting 'in the
green'
7 Prune Wisteria
8 Prune hardy evergreen hedges and renovate overgrown deciduous hedges
9 Prune conservatory climbers such as bougainvillea
10 Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the winter, remove dead grass
from evergreen grasses
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Jane Clarke,
Dilwyn,

8th January 2017

Dear Jane,
I am writing to thank you and all members of the St Mary’s, Dilwyn Church Choir for the
wonderful donation of £1166.00. I would also like to thank all those that made donations
at your various events from the house parties organised by Tony and Julia Hall and Molly
Powell and including the choir recitals around the villages and at Morrison‘s store, who
without such support, we would not be where we are today so thank you all very much.
The Appeal is growing and currently stands at over £245,000.00 with a further donation
pledged by the Worcestershire Ambassadors of £60K taking us to over £300K. We are
still a long way from reaching our final goal of £1.6 million we need to raise. It is however,
due to donations from individuals, groups, organisations and companies within the
community that will allow us to secure the robot for the Worcestershire hospitals to assist
in the operations undertaken by our highly committed and skilled Urology surgeons and
their teams.
Please feel free to visit the web site www.worcsacute.nhs.uk/rorytherobot where you can
keep abreast of the fundraising events and the progress we are making.
Please spread the word about the appeal and prostate cancer in general as it is only by men
talking about it, that the issue will be highlighted and other men become aware of the
possible risk to their health and diagnosis at an early stage may take place with a better
outcome.
Best wishes and a happy New Year to you and everyone involved in the collection for Rory
in 2016.
Ian A. Jukes
Chairman of the Appeal.

Friends of Herefordshire Samaritans
On Friday 17th March, the Friends of Herefordshire Samaritans will be holding a
charity lunch at which Linda Bennett, the founder of L.K. Bennett, the ladies fashion
stores, will be talking to Alexandra James from Broadfield Court.
The event will be held at The Haywain, Lyde, Arundel, by kind permission of Robert
and Karen Watkins.
The talk and Q&A starts at 11. 30 am with coffee and biscuits, followed by a sit-down
lunch at 1pm, followed by coffee. Cost £30 per person.
The lunch will be prepared and served by the Friends of Hereford Samaritans and all
proceeds will go to the Samaritans, Herefordshire.
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Martin Thomas

Moore Cottage
Dilwyn
Tel: 01544 319332
Mobile: 07979596626

Whitehill Garage
All-makes servicing • MOT Testing • Diagnostics
Tyres • Wheel alignment
Exhausts • Batteries • Repairs
01544 318268
Call Jon
Monday - Friday
8.30am - 5.30pm
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Dilwyn Village Show
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY MAY 1st
Arrangements that secure the necessary fields for this year's Dilwyn Village Show
are now in place. The Show Committee gratefully acknowledge Julian Lewis and
owners Gillian and Rebecca Powell's agreement to use Chapel Fields. Blue badge
parking/ pedestrian access from the Venmore Road will be through Peter and Elaine
Stilwell's paddock, with additional spectator car parking in the meadow surrounding
Springfield (thanks to Richard Wellings).
The Show Committee's first meeting took place on January 26th (after publication
date) at which decisions will be taken on the main arena programme, side shows,
demonstrations and music. The area of land subject to the proposed housing
development will shortly be fenced off. This will lead to a change in the layout of
the Show Ground. Pedestrian access to the Show will still be possible from Chapel
corner. For vehicles, we are likely to introduce a "one way" system through the
Show Ground - entrance from the Venmore Road, exit onto Common Lane.
Please put the Dilwyn Show in your diary. More details next month
Dilwyn Village Show Committee.
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STUART HURDS
Oil Fired Heating Engineer
& Plumbing
Commissioning, Servicing,
& Repairs
Installations
Aga - Rayburn stoves
& Central Heating Boilers
Solar panel installation

Tel No: 01544 318809
Mobile: 07773 616440
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Dilwyn W.I.
New members are always welcome
Our January meeting was a really interesting and informative talk from Duncan
Fox about the Haven Distillery. He and his wife Alex set up a gin making
business in the last 18 months. He explained to us the history of alcohol
production and the making of gin. This was absolutely fascinating, especially

when he explained how adding various herbs is part of the process for their
gin, this is where the expertise of Alex comes in and then we all had the chance
to taste their specialised drink, even Marjorie enjoyed it and she doesn't like
gin!! A great evening was had by all and a big thank you goes to Duncan and
Alex (well she did pour out the tasters!!)
This month is our annual DIY supper 7.30pm, at Marion's. I can guarantee that
we will all enjoy a delicious supper.
Elaine
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Cedar Club
The Cedar Club aims to offer, to the more senior members of the community,
the opportunity for friendship and good company. Monthly meetings are
either in the Cedar Hall, usually with a speaker, followed by tea; or outings.
Membership of the Club, annual subscription £10, is open to anyone in the
community who wishes to join.
On Thursday, February 16th at 2.30pm in the Cedar Hall, Heather Hurley
will give an illustrated talk about “Trade and Transport on the Rivers Wye
and Lugg”. New members are always welcome. For further information,
contact Chris Jennings [319190].
2017 PROGRAMME

.

Mar 16th

Tax, Care & Toy Boys

Collective Legal Solutions

Apr 20th

Tuneful Tubes

David Wornham

May 18th

Outing

Jun 15th

Plants for Difficult Places

Jul 20th

Social Afternoon

Aug

No Meeting

Sep 21st

The Yellow Book

Oct 19th

Outing - Mystery Tour

Nov 16th

Monks, Markets & Monarchs

Dec 21st

Christmas Lunch

Sue Russell

Carole Dowding
Peter Holliday

Dilwyn Market & Cafe

There will not be a market in February but we look forward to seeing you at the
Spring Market on Saturday 4th March 2017. Full details to follow in next issues.

The Old Forge
Saturday 18th February 10.00am / 4.00pm
Sheilor Mellor is doing a workshop at The Old Forge . She will be helping us
to make patchwork covers for files. They are amazing.
Cost: £25.00, including Tea/coffee, Biscuits/ lunch with wine/ tea and cake.
Please phone Marion to book. 01544319306
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JANET GREENFIELD
 Age 6-16 and struggling at school?
 Personal tutor with over 40 years
experience.
 Qualified to teach children with
DYSLEXIA and other learning
difficulties. Many years experience
and lots of learning resources.
 Help with reading, ENGLISH, MATHS
or EXAM PREPARATION.
 Help/study skills offered in most
school subjects up to GCSE level.
 One to one support in a calm
environment.
 Also “English as a Foreign
Language” offered to adults.
Call 01544 327555
or email
kinnersleyjanet@gmail.com

The Old Forge
Craft Centre & Tea Room
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Pets’ Corner

Stories of a
particular
“Butterfly Lion”
who lives in Dilwyn
What a very romantic name for a
Pekingese. The name originated from a
myth told in China many centuries ago.
It goes like this: a lioness yielded to the delicate caresses of a butterfly and the result
was a little Pekingese – brave as a lion and dainty as a butterfly! This description
is very apt. Our own Dilwyn variety is certainly brave and intrepid – not sure about
dainty.
Having loved pekes since I was a child, I was promised one at age sixteen. When
this didn’t materialise and about fifty years later, I was allowed to search for one –
even though the other half was reluctant and said he didn’t want ‘one of those silly
little tricky-woo dogs’! No chance of that. Our search took us to a breeder in South
Wales. We called the fluffy little bundle Muffett ( with Arthur’s permission ) and
even as a puppy, he started to ingratiate himself in to the family and with Arthur.
From the first, he proved himself ‘brave as a lion’ which would have pleased his
forbears in China. On a walk in our field when still very young he was completely
surrounded by curious sheep and rather than running, he sat down courageously
and let the sheep take a good look at him and, having decided he was not edible they
disappeared to continue grazing.
Another time, we were asked to join friends on a long doggy walk on Boxing Day
. I think the labradors and spaniels were intrigued by this little bundle of fluff and
their owners very sceptical of how he would keep up. However, no worries – through
gateways ankle deep in mud, up hill and down dale, Muffett showed them what he
was made of.
One of the first Pekingeses to be taken out of China was given to Queen Victoria
by Captain Hart Dunne in 1861. The Summer Palace had been sacked and looted
by the French and English during the Opium Wars and this little dog was
consequently named ‘Lootie’ and lived in the royal kennels, although I am sure, he
would have liked to have shared favours with the Queen’s little spaniel Dash, who
was constantly at her In China, they were revered as almost holy dogs and associated
with Buddhism, as are lions. There are references to short-legged dogs with flat
faces as early as 1000 BC and pottery or stone images of these little dogs have been
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found in graves dated circa 9th century. They were allowed to be owned only by the
Emperor and they were looked after by eunuchs in the royal palaces and fed
on boiled rice and chicken pieces. Miniature pekingeses were often said to have
been transported in the wide sleeves of the courtiers. Imagine the curiosity when
one of these little dogs arrived in England.
Our Muffett has shown great character and independence. Any gate left open and
opportunity to gallop down the drive and explore round the village is quickly
taken advantage of – luckily for us he is fairly well-known and kind neighbours
return him, even though we might not have realised he was missing! Long live
this brave little butterfly lion.
L.J.H.

Geoffrey’s Column
What’s in an Hour
The other evening, as the grandfather, or to be more accurate, long case clock
struck 7 pm, I wondered despairingly what had happened to the last hour.
The pendulum of the clock takes exactly 1 second to move from one side to the
other. Thus a full tick tock takes 2 seconds. The clock tick tocks 1,800 times an
hour. It was made in around 1780 and so has tick tocked about 16,000,000 times
every year for the last 273 years and is still accurate to within a second or 2 a week.
And then I considered my hours. One had just slipped by without me even being
aware of it. There are 8,760 hours in a year, and 8,784 in a leap year. Whilst I have
been around 650,000 of those hours have slipped seamlessly by, and I wondered
morbidly how many more there would be.
An hour can at times make quite a difference. For our honeymoon, and assiduous
readers of this column will have noted in last month’s column how long ago that
was, we drove from London to Venice. In those days this meant crossing from
Newhaven to Dieppe. As we did so my brand new bride, of whom I was deeply
in awe, instructed me to put my watch back an hour.
The next morning, having ordered tea in our room for 9.00 – Gosh those were the
days when you could get morning tea! we were rather surprised, not to say very
surprised to find it arriving at 7.00. Just a little inconvenient! It wasn’t until we
found that we were too late for lunch at 1 pm in Paris that the penny dropped, and
watches were advanced rather than retarded.
An hour can be pretty important.
Geoffrey@10DPG.com
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Friends of the Crown
Summer Concert
June 24th 2017 at 7.30pm
By popular request, the Friends are very pleased to give notice of this year’s
Concert, to be held as before in St Mary’s Church, Dilwyn, by kind permission
of the Parochial Church Council. Ruth Watson and Friends will, as usual,
present a programme that is sure to interest and please. Admission will be
£10.00 per person to include light refreshments. For further information
please contact: Gwyneth Owen on 01544 318738 or Elaine Stilwell on 07929
793839 or 01544 318395. This will be the fifth in this very popular series of
concerts.

Many will remember the very successful 2016 Concert but, as a reminder, we
are very pleased to print a review from a regular attendee, Mr Michael
Stankiewicz.
Summer Concert June 25th 2016
Just like last year, this was a splendid evening: the venue was the same - St
Mary’s Church, well-filled, and once again providing the ideal setting for our
instrumentalists and appreciative audience.
Ruth Watson, on oboe and cor- anglais, John Hymas on violin, and Jeremy
Fisher on keyboards returned on bassoon. to delight us again, and this year we
also welcomed Oliver Galletta .John Gerrish, with his very own style and
elegance, was once again our MC, and the performers drew us into their playing
with informative and relaxed introductions to each item.
And what a variety we had, covering mid-18th century Central Europe to
present-day Welsh Borders – a programme thoughtfully and creatively put
together, spanning a whole range of composers and bringing out to the full the
skill and musicianship of our splendid instrumentalists. From the Baroque of
Zelenka and Bach, through the Romanticism of Elgar and Saint-Saens, to the
Impressionism of Debussy and Poulenc, we were treated to playing which was
at once idiomatic and virtuosic.
Generous raffle prizes and an excellent interval buffet added to the audience’s
enjoyment of this lovely evening. Our warmest thanks go to all who gave of
their time and, efforts. See you all on the 24th June, 2017!
Michael Stankiewicz

Guest Reviewer and grateful Visitor from Merseyside.
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The Cider Barn
Café bar & Restaurant
Pembridge, Herefordshire
HR6 9ED

Sunday Lunch
We are now offering a set price Sunday lunch, for sample menu
please visit our website.
1 Course £14.00, 2 Courses £18.00, 3 Courses £22.00.
www.the-cider-barn.co.uk
Reservations 01544 388161, info@the-cider-barn.co.uk

Page 25

Cedar Hall Hire Rates

Hire of hall items
(Tables, chairs,crockery, cutlery etc.)

Daytime sessions £30
i.e.: Coffee Mornings,
Fund Raising Events,
Funerals. 4Hrs

Set of: 1 table & 4 chairs - £1
4 cups, saucers and cake plates - £1
4 dinner plates and cutlery - £1

Evening Party £70
Children’s Party £30
Village Group Meetings £15
Wedding Party £100

Bookings:
07772 79671807779 279705
Chair: Richard Thomas
01544 318541

Hire of Staging £25
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Heating Oil Syndicate
Hi Everyone, the New Year is moving fast so far, Dilwyn Show
not far around the corner.
December order was quite good after a slow start,. We had a
total of nearly 10,000 litres with quite a few topping up their
tanks expecting the cold spell, and not wanting to run short over
the festive break. Beacon Fuels picked up the order again at a
price of 40.9 p per litre. They have contended well lately with very competitive prices.
Other supplier have missed out as they would not compete. Oil4Wales quoted 44.5p
with a delivery after Christmas and Watsons 46p with the same delivery slot. Beacon
delivered promptly and courteously again and I hope we all received our orders.
The price rose quite sharply for a while and during the cold snap too,but at the moment
it has fallen slightly and is £374 per 900 litres. We saw a drop towards the end of
December to £367 on the 22nd and then gradually rising to a peak of £377 on 14th
January. It stayed there until 17th, and it has now started to fall again, so keep our
fingers crossed.
Thank you for your orders this month and we are now back to our normal schedule
of the 20th, and so far it all looks for a good order.
The very best to you all.
Pete
Minimum order 500 litres please by 20th of the month
e-mail: pete@oregina.force9.co.uk mobile: 07774 112077
landline 01544 318528 or drop in to my letterbox.

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
Birds of Herefordshire – talk by Mick Colquhoun,
Michael•Colquhoun Photography
Tues 28 February 7.30-9pm
Herefordshire Wildlife Photographer Mick Colquhoun, of Michael•Colquhoun
Photography, will give a talk about the birds of Herefordshire for the Kington
branch of the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust.
Venue: Kington Primary School, Mill Street, Kington, HR5 3AL
Cost: £1 HWT members, £2 non-members
No booking required
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St Michael’s Hospice Plant Fair
Friday 5th and Saturday 6th May
10am-5pm
St Michael’s Hospice, Bartestree, Hereford HR1 4HA
Can you help?
If you enjoy gardening and are able to grow some extra plants to donate
to us for our Plant Fair in May, please get in touch with Gaynor
by telephone on 01432 851 000
or email•gwarren@st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.
If you would like to have a plant stall yourself,
please contact Gaynor to express your interest and find out more details.
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Events Nearby

Steven Rees
Traditional Upholsterer
Over 30 years' experience
Member of the Association
of Master Upholsterers
& Soft Furnishers
Antique and Modern Furniture
Free Estimates and Advice
Hawthorne Cottage,
Shirlheath, Kingsland,
Herefordshire. HR6 9RJ
Tel: 01568 709435
Mob: 07927 845655

Walking for Health Herefordshire
With Walking for Health, you can
take part in a free short walk nearby
to help you get active and stay active
at a pace that works for you.
Weobley
Start from the Surgery HR4 8SN
Monday’s at 10.30. A scenic stroll of
up to 60 minutes often ending with a
coffee.
Leominster
Meet outside the Tourist Information
Centre HR6 8LR on Tuesday’s at
10am for a very short beginner’s
walk, up to 30 minutes OR at 11.00am
and spend a gentle hour walking
Leominster with friendly folk.

Make a Will, Make a Difference
Will Writing Fortnight 2017
In partnership with the Royal National College for the Blind (RNC), two solicitors
firms are offering to help local people get their affairs in order whilst also
supporting the College's work with people who are blind and partially sighted.
From 6th to 17th March 2017, Chartered Legal Executive, Sally Smith of Harrison
Clark Rickerbys Solicitors, Hereford (01432 349670) and Adrian Jones, Paralegal
at Gabbs Solicitors, Leominster (01568 616333) are offering to waive their Will
writing fee in exchange for a donation to RNC. This opportunity relates to basic
Wills i.e. where the instructions outlined in the Will are not complex.
The suggested donation is £95 for a basic single Will and £150 for basic mirror
Wills. The money raised will give students at the RNC the chance to live
independently and the opportunity to prepare for university or the workplace.
Demand is likely to be high so booking an appointment for Will Writing Fortnight
as early as possible with one of the two participating solicitors is recommended.
For more information, call 01432 376 371 or email: fundraising@rnc.ac.uk

Page 29

P.C.Stilwell
M.I.P.H.E R.P.

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
City & Guilds Qualified • OFTEC Registered - Oil and Solid Fuel
Trust a Qualified, Established Craftsman - All Work Guaranteed
Central Heating • Underfloor Heating
Bathrooms • Wetrooms • Kitchens
Boiler Replacement • Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted
Unvented Hot Water Systems Fitted And Serviced
Leadwork Specialist

Tel: 01544 318528 Mobile: 07774 112077
Townsend Cottage, Dilwyn, Herefordshire HR4 8HL

Dilwyn
Garden Angels
DOES YOUR GARDEN
NEED TIDYING?

Hollybank
Kingsland
Leominster,
Herefordshire.
HR6 9SE

OR
CLEARING and REPLANTING?
WEEDING, PRUNING,
BORDERS and BEDS.
EXPERIENCED LADY
has tools, will travel.

Clinic appointments and Home
visits.
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists in
Private Practice.

Reasonable Rates.
For further details, please contact:
Gill: 01544 319378
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ABELIA CARE SERVICES LTD
With a “passion for excellence” and dedicated commitment to support you to
maintain your daily health and well-being - we can deliver care in your own home
with dignity and respect, at a time in your life when you need help the most.
Supporting you to maintain your independence is our priority. Our fully vetted
and caring staff will deliver compassionate dignified care, which is essential to
reduce the feeling of isolation in the elderly.
● We plan and discuss every aspect of your care package with you in order to
meet your daily living and health needs.
● We believe in “Your Care – your Choice” and “best interest outcomes” to
suit you. You are included in all decisions about your care.
● Our highly trained staff will help you to continue smiling and get the best
out of life.
For more information about our care services please ring
01568-620129 or visit www.abeliacare.co.uk

Dilwyn Baby
& Toddler
Group
Every Friday 9:30 – 11.00
(Term times only)
In Dilwyn Cedar Hall
Meet other parents and children,
chat and play.
£1.00 a session
(To go towards tea/coffee & facilities)

For information call
Steph -07779279705
In association with
Dilwyn Playgroup.
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Andrew,Jane & all the staff
look forward to welcoming
All Dilwynner readers to

THE OLD SCHOOL SHOP
(COSTCUTTER)
WEOBLEY
OUR OPENING TIMES ARE:

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 8 A.M. TO 8 P.M.
SUNDAY - 8 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
TEL: 01544 318297
theoldschoolshop@aol.com
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What’s on at The Crown
Host: Jo Stirling-Brown Tel: 01544 318063

Happy February to you all!! Firstly I would like to thank
everyone who booked and attended the ever popular Burns
Nights celebrations, once again you Dilwynners did
yourselves proud, a wonderful Scottish celebration was had by all and we look
forward to attending rather than hosting the next one!
Our usual Steak Night will be Wednesday 8th February and we will have our usual
range of steaks available, all cooked to your liking with all the usual trimmings,
as well as a number of lighter options so do come along as there are choices for
everyone’s tastes!
This February we also have a lovely Valentines Day offer on the 14th so by all
means come in and treat yourselves to a romantic evening, we also have a British
Legion speaker on that evening so please book in advance as space is limited in
the lounge. If you would like to see what’s on the menu then do come in or
telephone us on our usual number.
A quick update on our artists display space, Dick Smith has been displaying pieces
of his wrought iron work and art in the
bar and lounge throughout the year and
currently we are also displaying some
photography from John Weston and a
lovely image of the Mayday dancers on
the green by Laura Brown.
Unfortunately as you may be aware we
will be leaving on 31st March so come
and have a look at these fabulous pieces
of local talent before they are handed
back to their rightful owners; you can of
course purchase any of these items if
something takes your fancy, so do hurry
along as time is running out!
Finally, once again thank you all for
your continued support, keep an eye on
those chalk boards and we look forward
to seeing you all soon.
Jo
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Foot Health Practitioner
Brian Jenkinson DIP CFHP
Foot Care Services
Home Visits Only

01544 230501
07977 214756
Nails trimmed
Help and Advice
Diabetics treated
Verrucae treatment
Ingrown toenails treated
Painful corns & calluses
reduced and removed
Page 34

Organisations & Contacts
Cedar Club

Chris Jennings

Leader

319190

Cedar Hall

Bookings
Richard Thomas

Bookings
Chair

07772 796718
318541

Community First Responder

Gerry Duncan

318504

Community Police Officer

Jo Ellis

07977 098394

Crown Inn

Jo Brown

Dilwyn Show

David Fowler

Chairperson

01981 541058

318063

Dilwyn Support Group for
St. Michael's Hospice

Anna Wellings
Carol Lewis

Chairperson
Secretary

318329
318255

Dilwyn Website

Chris/Steve
Williams

Administrators

318181

Flicks

TBA

Coordinator

Tba

Mothers Union

Sheila Rees

Neighbourhood Watch

John Abley
Alan Rudland

Coordinator
Chair

318670
319262

Playgroup

Stephanie Kyles
Louise Lewis

Chairperson
Playgroup Leader

07779 279705
07975 994309

Royal British Legion

Harvey Beach

St. Mary’s School

Peter Kyles

School Head

318277

Friends of the School

Vacant

Chairperson

Tba

St. Mary’s Church

Tom Hawksley

Churchwarden

318007

W.I.

Elaine Russ
Pat Isaacs

Chairperson
Secretary

319363
388744

Dilwyn YFC

Jack Hanson

Chairperson

Yoga

Sue Harris

318550

318319

07772 7794851
318604

Where no code is shown use 01544

Dilwyn
Parish
Council

Parish Clerk:
Gwilym Rippon
e-mail:
parish.clerk@dilwyn.com

Andrew Brown
Ian Brown
Rosemary Brown
John Gerrish
Julia Hall
Peter Kyles

Timothy Kyles
Julian Lewis
David Sterling-Brown
Elaine Stilwell
Peter Stilwell (Chair)
Steve Thomas

Herefordshire
Ward Councillor

Mark Cooper
Phone: 318001

3 Orchard Close, Dilwyn
mcooper2@herefordshire.gov.uk

Local MP

Bill Wiggin
Phone: 01568 612565

officeofbillwigginmp@parliament.uk
Westminster 020 7219 8175

Any errors or omissions, please contact the editors

www.dilwyn.com

You can read this magazine and back issues on line.
www.dilwyn.com/dilwynner
Use the website to keep up with the latest news
in-between Dilwynner issues
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Events Diary - February 2017
Date

Event

Time

Venue

Tue

7th

W.I. Annual DIY Supper

7:30pm

Old Forge

Tue

7th

PC Meeting

8.00pm

School

Wed

8th

Steak Night

Evening

Crown Inn

Tue

14th

Valentine’s Dinner (booking req’d)

Evening

Crown Inn

Tue

14th

Royal British Legion Talk

7.45pm

Crown Inn

Thu

16th

Cedar Club “Wye & Lugg Trade”

2:30pm

Cedar Hall

St Mary’s services can be found on page 5

Cedar Hall 100 Club Draw
There was no draw in January to allow for
subscriptions to be processed
but there will be a double draw in February.

Closing Dates for March Dilwynner Copy
20th February for very small and also regular items
18th February for new items of a half page or greater.
Please submit copy earlier than these dates when possible

To report anything or anyone behaving suspiciously in or around the village
please ring in confidence
Community Police Officer
07977 098394,
Community Support Officer
07968 462523
J
Neighbourhood Watch
01544 318670
Neighbourhood Watch
01544 319262
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